24/ 06/ 2001
Dr M s wi nding-up address made up for uneventful assenbly

Ahmad A Talib
SYED i s an observant fellow Seated quietly at one corner outside the nmain
hall of the Putra Wrld Trade Centre, the young-I|ooking chap was a picture
of dejection.

In fact, several others | met at the PWC where Umo had its 55th annua
Assenbly had wal ked around as if anticipating fire at some point or other.

That it did not materialise left these peopl e wonderi ng whet her this was
yet another facet of the Umo re-engineering now taking place. Wien | left
Syed standing by one the pillars outsi de Dewan Merdeka, his creased
forehead had a rather worried | ook.

Wiere were the questions, coments, views and criticismthat sone had
expected to cone fromdel egates at the Assenbly? Syed, in particular, had
expected del egates to seek clarification fromparty | eaders on sonme issues
confronting the party today.

Anot her observer was sure that he would hear voi ces denmandi ng an
expl anation for the resignation of party treasurer and Fi nance M ni ster
Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n; sone renmarks on the possible entry of Sabah Chinese
who were nenbers of the dissolved Akar into Umo; and at | east sone
comment on several corporate deals that have taken place these past
nont hs.

Even the issue of Malay unity tal ks between Umo and Pas was not raised
al t hough references were nade to the need for Malays to unite regardl ess
of their political affinities and beliefs.

I ndeed, the absence of these issues in the debates were so conspi cuous
that everyone was | eft wondering whet her the del egates had forgotten about
them

Sone del egates had their own explanations as to why these issues were
not raised. One countered, "Wat's there to ask? These matters have al
been answered before the Assenbly by party | eaders. Even Dainls
resignation has been well covered in the nedia."

Yet anot her del egate had this to say, "Didn't you hear the opening
speech by Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad? Do you think we want to raise
those i ssues when we have a far bigger battle ahead of us? The Ml ays have
forgotten their humbl e begi nni ngs. Many have becone bi g- headed.

"I want to go back to ny bahagi an (division) and rem nd Mal ays there of
their duties. Perjuangan kita belumselesai (our struggle is far from
over)..."

Anot her observer asked a rather curious question. "Were are all the
corporate figures? Usually, many of themwould wal k the floor using their
pener hati (observer) tags. There were one or two on the openi ng day, but
after that there was none."

| didn't notice that at first. But upon closer inspection, and after

aski ng around, the veteran observer was quite right. | can't say for sure
whet her this was an issue or not, but then the political people tend to
read significance into every little thing. | won't be surprised if these

peopl e stayed away fromthe proceedings so as not to attract attention to
t hemsel ves.

| had, at first, expected nore fromthe Assenbly. The absence of sone
sharp questions fromthe fl oor had evoked nany questions in ny head. In
t he past, del egates woul d not spare nenbers of the Supreme Council with
t heir probing questi ons.

If I had felt the Assenbly to be a little wanting at first, then it was



given an uplifting feeling by Dr Mahathir's cl osi ng speech. H s opening
remar ks had al eady pricked the consci ence of many Malays, |I'msure. In
fact, he had probably shaned everyone in the hall that they had second
t hought s about raising any issues at all.
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