05 MAY 2001

DR M GETS HONORARY GREEN BERET

MELAKA, May 5 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad was today conferred the honorary green beret in recognition of his
integrity and excellent |eadership.

Dr Mahathir received the green beret from Defence Forces Chief Tan Sri
Mohd Zahi di Zai nuddi n and Speci al Forces Commander Brig Jen Ahnmad Rodi
Zakaria after he had inspected a guard-of-honour nmounted by comrandos at
t he Sungai Udang Canp here.

The prime mnister was acknow edged as having the steely determ nation
and spirit of commandos, particularly when defending the country agai nst
t he ravages of econom c crises.

The green beret is a synbol of heroism sacrifice and professionalism
and is reserved for nenbers of the Special Forces Reginent, an elite
commando cor ps whi ch has gained international recognition.

At the gathering, Dr Mahathir al so presented certificates of
appreciation fromthe governnment to six forner chairmen of the regi nent and
11 of its nenbers.

The former chairnen honoured are Jen (B) Tan Sri Borhan Ahnad, Mej Jen
(B) Datuk Harun Taib, the late Brig Jen Datuk Hasbul | ah Mohd Yusof, Mej Jen
(B) Datuk Mohd Rami Ismail, Mej Jen (B) Datuk Paduka Ghazali | brahi m and
Brig Jen (B) Datuk Pahl awan Daud Ariffin.
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