09/ 11/ 2001

Dr M cannot nedi ate unl ess asked by gl obal comunity

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad
cannot offer hinself as nediator to solve the United States-Afghanistan
conflict unless he is called upon to do so.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar said al though certain
intellectuals in Afghanistan had asked for Dr Mahathir to intervene, there
was not hi ng much he (Dr Mahathir) coul d do except continue airing his
Vi ews.

"It is true that Dr Mahathir's views on the matter, in particular his
call for a stop to the bonbing and for the issue to be resol ved through
di scussi ons and peaceful means, is well received by the internationa
communi ty.

"Dr Mahathir, despite being respected as a fair world statesman, cannot
do nmuch unless the international comunity nmakes a direct call for our
hel p. "

He said Mal aysia had, through Dr Mahathir, taken a strong stand in
calling for a stop to the unnecessary suffering of the Afghan people and
staunchly believed that the way to hunt down terrorists, was not through
wagi ng war .

"Qur voice will be strengthened if nore countries cone out to voice
simlar concerns, over the suffering of the innocents caused by the US
attacks."

Syed Hanid said the United Nations was the best body to intervene in the
matter and all interested groups and countries should push the body, to
act i mmedi ately.

He was speaking after opening a forumentitled "Human Ri ghts Forum
Through The Islam c Perspective" at Pusat |slamhere today.

Syed Ham d sai d Mal aysi a al so condemmed the persecution of Pal estinians
by Israel which caused the death of nore than 500, 000 peopl e.

( END)
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