10/ 01/ 2001
Dr Mconfirms inpending Cabi net reshuffle

Ei rmal asar e Bani

PRI ME M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad has confirnmed that a Cabi net
reshuffle is in the works but said he needed tinme to make a thorough study
before the new line-up could be finalised.

He declined to reveal whether any key ninister would be affected or
comment on the possibility of nore wonen | eaders joining the Cabinet.

"Hopefully, soon (the announcenment). This is a government, we need to
make an indepth study. These things cannot be taken lightly,” he told a
press conference at the Royal Mal aysian Air Force base in Subang yesterday
upon returning froma three-day working visit to Myanmar

"Gve ne sone tinme to decide. This is not a small matter

This is not the setting up of some replanting schene committee... | have
to attend a Cabinet neeting tonorrow. If there are views fromthe Cabinet,
we have to listen," he added when pressed for clarification.

Tal k of a new Cabinet |ine-up has been maki ng the rounds since Decenber
and was hei ghtened | ast week when M nister in the Prinme Mnister's
Department Datuk Seri Dr Abdul Ham d O hman tendered his resignation to
concentrate on activities to unite Mislins.

The resignation letter was subnmitted to the Prine Mnister before he
left for Myanmar.

Asked about Abdul Hami d's decision, Dr Mahathir said the vacant post
will have to be filled. "He (Abdul Hami d) may have resigned but | think he
can still contribute to the Government, may be in anot her sector or post."

Abdul Ham d was appoi nted Senator before joining the Cabinet. He had
failed to retain his Sik parlianentary seat in the |ast general election
| osing to Pas' Datuk Shahnon Ahrmad by | ess than 500 votes. Abdul Ham d
pol l ed 13,026 votes and Shahnon 13, 504.

On his visit to Myanmar, Dr Mahat hir said the Yangon Gover nment has
i nvited Mal aysi an conpanies to invest in the processing of raw naterials
inthe country, as well as in other activities, especially fisheries-
rel ated operations.

The Ml aysi an private sector was al so offered opportunities to inport
agricultural products like chilli, onions, sugar and naize.

"Myanmar is a country blessed with abundant natural resources as well as
|l arge agricultural areas,” Dr Mahathir said.

( END)



	Dr M confirms impending Cabinet reshuffle (NST 10/01/2001)

