16/ 03/ 2001
Dr Mahathir's currency crisis book a “nust read' for al

S. G nman

| CAME across a book by the Prinme Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, recently at a bookstore at the Penang airport entitled The

Mal aysi an Currency Crisis - How and Wy it Happened, rel eased by Pel anduk
Publ i cations. There is also a Mal ay version of the book rel eased at the
sane time.

I have read the book and would Iike to comend Pel anduk and Dr Mahathir
for finally comng out with an analysis of the crisis.

It is a good book and Dr Mahathir, in his usual style, gives the public
factual information and a rational description froma "first hand" point
of view. It can be easily conprehended by the | ayman who wants to
under st and how and why the crisis happened.

After reading the book, | can't help but recormend it to friends and
feel conpelled to wite about it. The book will prove insightful and
informative to anyone who wi shes to understand what actually took place
and what the Ml aysi an Governnent did to overcone the crisis.

It was witten, to ny mind, to give the right and fair information
during the crisis period. At the sane time | would |ike to encourage al
Mal aysi ans fromall wal ks of |ife to nake an effort to read the book to
get a better understandi ng of what had happened i nstead of getting the
information only fromforei gn nagazi nes and opposition websites and
dailies which, I found out, nost of the tine only try to paint the worst
case scenario without facts and add spice to stories with sensational and
enoti onal undertones.

| would also like to propose to the major local daily newspapers that
this book be serialised on a weekly or daily basis so that everyone from
all walks of life in Mlaysia can have access to reading it.

In ny opinion, the book recognises the hardship and the difficulties the
Gover nnent went through. Fromthe book | realise that what is nore
i mportant for us, the people, is to know that we have a Governnment which
can think and act wisely and rationally even in desperate tines for the
good of the nation. This should always be one of the criteria for good
governance for any party that wishes to lead the nation in future.

A Governnent without credible | eaders that only wi shes to set fire to
enotions w thout rational thinking should never be allowed to rule.
Recently, there is even talk of daily denonstrations as a way to | ead the
country - imagine that?

Readi ng t he book and understanding the crisis only reinforces ny belief
that there are nore serious natters that we should worry about as a nation
i nstead of denonstrating. What kind of future | eaders are we encouragi ng
i f we condone such a short-sighted idea?

And to think this is comng fromindividuals who claimto be | eaders who
uphol d justice and freedom.. To make things worse, they even do it in the
nane of religion. | would seriously doubt any of these "l eaders" to act
wisely intimes of crisis in future.

As Mal aysi ans, we nmust learn to unlearn and reading the book | strongly
believe will at |east shed sone |ight on their doubts. Do not succunb to
hat e and bi ased rhetorical views fromanyone but, instead, with an open
mnd, try to read and learn sonething. | say this with conviction because
nmost tinmes nowadays | see people who would rather stick to rhetoric
i nstead of facts and using that as a basis for unfounded opinion.
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