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KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad has
asked Umo Youth nmenbers to acconmplish three tasks which could play a
major role in deternmining the party's performance in the 2004 genera

el ection.

The three tasks are to set up Umo Youth operations roons at al
branches, to increase Umo's nenbership and to ensure that all the
novenent's nenbers are regi stered as voters

The Prime Mnister said if the tasks were fulfilled, it would display
t he movenent's nenbers' commitnent towards Umo's struggl es.

"This nove is a practical test besides just shouting the war cry Hi dup
Mel ayu (Long Live the Malays). It's quite an unromantic way but this is
how we can determ ne whet her Umo Youth nenbers are sincere in their
struggle."

Dr Mahat hir was speaking at a special assenbly organi sed by Umo Youth
at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre here today. Al so present was party deputy
presi dent Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi .

Sone 5, 000 Youth nmenbers including executive council nenbers, division
heads, their deputies and division commttee nmenbers, attended the event.

Dr Mahathir said no allocation would be given for setting up the
operations roons and the branches woul d have to | ook into ways to finance
t he centres.

"I hope that | would be able to visit the branch operations centres
during nmy next visit to the divisions," he said during his one-hour
speech.

Dr Mahathir also called on Umo Youth nenbers to fully prepare
t hensel ves and have a good know edge of denocratic principles.

"You all (Umo Youth | eaders) would inherit the party one day when the
ol der generation is no | onger around.

"And t hus, you shoul d equip yourselves with the necessary know edge
i ncluding how to react when wi nning or |osing Umo el ections.

"We have adopted denocratic principles and determ ne whom we want to
el ect as our |eaders. But sadly, we have failed to understand how to use
the denocratic systemthat we have sel ected.”

Dr Mahathir al so rem nded Umo Youth menbers not to resort to the
practi ce adopted by sonme party nmenbers |like indulging in noney politics.

"W are stern in fighting noney politics and that is why we are taking
stern action agai nst those found guilty of practising noney politics.

"Al'l quarters rmust support our nmove because the perpetrators are
pronoting an unheal thy and negative culture which nust be prevented from
spreadi ng as the damage caused by their actions is too wide for us to
cover."

Dr Mahathir sai d when people are influenced by noney, they would resort
to doi ng just about anyt hing.

"Today we are willing to sell our votes during the party elections and
one day later, we would even sell our votes during the general election
In that way, we would end up | osing our self-dignity.

"Just because there is no sufficient evidence against certain people, it
does not nmean that we cannot take action agai nst those guilty of nobney
politics.”

He al so urged Umo Youth nenbers not to follow the attitude of sone
seni or nenbers who could not accept their defeat in the party el ections.



"When they | ose, they are di sappointed and do not want to carry on with
the party's struggles and sone even | eave Umo.

"l hope that this would serve as a |l esson to the Umo Youth menbers not
to indul ge in such things.

"The wi nners should not totally ignore the losers. On the other hand,
those who have | ost should also be willing to close ranks and work with
the winners.”

Dr Mahathir al so requested the young | eaders to be patient while waiting
for their turn to take over the party's | eadership.

"Your turn will surely cone and you nust prepare yourselves to |ead the
party and show a good exanple."

Dr Mahat hir urged Umo | eaders at all levels to go to the ground and mi x
with the people.

"While we are there, we need not travel in our luxury cars. W can | eave
the cars at hone. There is no need to inpress the people."
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