02/ 08/ 2001
Dr Ml aunches progranme to spread, re-instil patriotic spirit

Pat vi nder Si ngh

PUTRAJAYA, Wed. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad t oday
| aunched t he Kenbara Merdeka 2001 progranme designed to re-instil and
spread the patriotic spirit as the country approaches its 44th year of
i ndependence.

The programme, organi sed by the Information Departnent, seeks to sow and
nurture the spirit and appreciation of the citizenry for the devel opnent
and prosperity the country enjoyed since i ndependence.

Its other ains are:

* To have the participation of the people in nmaking a success of the
Gover nnent' s pl anned devel opnent progranmes;

* to evol ve a harnoni ous society that is hel pful, united and w t hout
suspi ci on and

* to have cl oser co-operation anong individuals, government agencies and
the private sector in nation building efforts.

The Kenbara Merdeka 2001 programme with the thenme KeranaMu Mal aysia wil |
run fromtoday till Aug 17 in Peninsular Malaysia and from Aug 18-25 in
Sabah and Sar awak.

At the launch, Dr Mahathir fixed mniature Jalur Gemlang flags on sone
of the four-wheel drives that would ferry progranme | ecturers around the
country.

The 24 |l ecturers conprise 16 officers fromthe Information Departnent
and four each fromthe Islam c Devel opnent Departnent and the Speci al
Affairs Departnent.

A total of 45,000 nminiature national flags will be distributed.

Al so present at the |aunch were Information Mnister Tan Sri Khal i
Yaakob, his deputy Datuk Khalid Yunus, the nmnistry' s parlianentary
secretary Dat uk Zai nuddi n Mai di n and secretary-general Datuk Dr Arshad
Hashi m
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