23 JUL 2001
Mahat hir - Vi ol ence
DR M LAUNCHES WOVEN AGAI NST VI OLENCE CAMPAI GN

KUALA LUMPUR, July 23 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad today | aunched the Wnen Agai nst Vi ol ence canpai gn ai ned
at boosting public awareness, particularly wonmen on violent incidents
happeni ng in society.

It is the first national-level canpaign to be |aunched by the Wnen and
Fam |y Devel opment M nistry since it was set up on Jan 17.

More than 500 representatives fromvarious organi sations attended the
[ aunch at the KL Sentral Station |obby in Brickfields.

Al so present were Dr Mahathir's wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mhaned
Ali, the wife of deputy prime mnister Datin Seri Endon Mahnood and Wbnen
and Fam |y Devel opment M ni ster Datuk Shahrizat Abdul Jalil.

The canpai gn refl ected Mal aysi an wonen's strong opposition to all forns
of violence inflicted on wonmen in the country.

The canpaign is to educate the victins on the actions they can take and
guide caring citizens offering their services to curb such viol ence.

It will be carried out by placing advertisenments in the print and
electronic media, putting up posters and distributing informative |eaflets.

Canpai gners will go down to the grassroots to instil awareness anong
worren on the roles they can play as a nother, wife and daughter.

Police statistics showed 2,413 donestic viol ence involving w ves and
1,217 rape cases were reported | ast year.
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