15/ 02/ 2001

Dr M neets Sabah BN | eaders over CM s post

PUTRAJAYA, Wed. - Leaders of Sabah-based Bari san Nasi onal conponent
parties today hel d separate neetings with Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad
at his office to give their views on the rotation systemof the Chief

M ni ster's post.

The neetings which began in the afternoon after the weekly Cabinet
meeting stretched over four hours with Sabah Chief Mnister and State Umo
chief Datuk Seri Osu Sukamthe last to neet the Prine Mnister.

The | eaders and their parties are Tan Sri Bernard Donpok of the United
Pasok Monbgun Kadazandusun Murut Organisation (Upko), Tan Sri Joseph Kurup
of Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah (PBRS), Datuk Pandi kar Amin Milia of
Angkat an Keadi | an Rakyat (Akar), Datuk Chong Kah Kiat of the Liberal
Denocratic Party (LDP) and Dat uk Yong Kee Teck of the Sabah Progressive
Party (SAPP).

Gsu's two-year termunder the systemto rotate the post of the Chief
M ni st er anong the MislimBum putera, non-MislimBum putera and the
Chi nese ends on March 13.

Dr Mahat hir had said he woul d nake an announcenent on the rotation
systemwhen the tine cones for Gsu to relinquish the post.

Speaking to reporters, Osu, who is Sabah BN chief, said the State Umo
had given full mandate to Dr Mahathir, who is also BN chairnman, to nmake a
deci si on.

Asked if this would be the final neeting, Osu said: "I don't know That
is the prerogative of the Prime Mnister."

On whet her a consensus had been reached on the natter, he said the
question should be left to the Prine M nister.

Asked when Dr Mahathir was expected to nmake an announcenent, he said:
"You have to ask the Prime Mnister."

Gsu said he and Dr Mahathir tal ked about administrative matters and al so
Dr Mahathir's recent visit to Sabah.

The ot her | eaders did not speak to reporters at the entrance of the
Prime M nister's Departnent.

( END)
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