25/ 12/ 2001

Dr Mon how to protect econony against those out to undermine it

MALAYSI ANS shoul d excel in the area of financial nanagenment so that the
country could protect itself fromthose trying to underm ne its econony,
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad sai d yesterday.

He said there were countries which were havi ng perpetual econonic
probl ens because of their poor financial nanagenent.

"They cannot protect thensel ves agai nst those who were deliberately
trying to underm ne the economes,” he told reporters after |aunching the
Gallery Tun Ismail Mhaned Ali at Menara PNB in Jal an Tun Razak, Kual a
Lunpur, yesterday.

Dr Mahathir said Argentina, which was a rich country, was now suffering
because it had succunbed to pressure by those bent on destroying its
econony and due to ill-advice frominternational bodies.

"Even the president had to resign and | eave the country," he said.

Dr Mahathir said it was of paramount inportance for the country to have
experts in financial nmanagenent so that it would continue to prosper.

He sai d Mal aysi ans should learn all trades to face the chall enges of the
new mi || enni um
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