16/ 02/ 2001

Dr Mneets national unity panel

PUTRAJAYA, Thurs. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohanmad t oday
met 43 nmenbers of the National Unity Advisory Panel at the Prine
M ni ster's Department here.

The panel was |ed by National Unity and Social Devel opment M nister
Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man.

Briefing reporters after the one-and-a-half hour neeting, Siti Zaharah
said Dr Mahathir called for m sperceptions of issues anong society to be
corrected in a bid to reduce tensions and enhance unity.

Siti Zaharah said Dr Mahathir noted there was nore religious intol erance
due to less religious understanding to the point that soneti nes students
did not want to share cl assroons.

"He said there was a need for religious understanding to be enhanced, to
be corrected. This is inportant so that that matters shoul d not be nade
controversial to the point that they becane issues that could hurt
sentiments, sow di sagreenment and di srupt unity," she said.

Siti Zaharah said Dr Mahathir said if necessary there should be
continous di alogues with students in institutions of higher |earning.

She said to dissenm nate the nessage and i nportance of unity her mnistry
woul d have di al ogues with inmportant sectors |ike the nedia and students.

"W have had di al ogues with students of Universiti Kebangsaan Mal aysi a,
Uni versiti Mal aysia Sarawak and Universiti Teknologi Mara," Siti Zaharah
sai d.

She said her mnistry would undertake an in-depth study to gauge the
| evel of unity in the country.

The results of the study, Siti Zaharah said, would be used as a guide to
formul ate soci al devel opnent programres.

She said unity clubs would be set up in secondary schools with a pilot
project to be started in Sekol ah Menengah Convent Bukit Nanas next nonth.
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