06/ 06/ 2001
Dr Mis acting Finance M nister

C ndy Yeap
PRI VE M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad has tenporarily assumed t he
duties of Finance M nister and M ni ster of Special Functions follow ng the
resignation of Tun Dai mZai nuddi n ef fective June 1

"I've witten to the secretary of the Finance Mnistry that I amthe
acting M nister of Finance and M ni ster of Special Functions,” he told
reporters after |launching the book, "The Propagati on of Islamin the

I ndonesi a- Mal ay Archi pel ago”, in Putrajaya yesterday.
Asked how | ong he woul d be hol ding the portfolios, Dr Mahathir said he
has not yet decided. "I wouldn't know, | wouldn't know... a nonth... two."

On whet her candi dat es have been identified, he said he has no particul ar
person in mnd as yet, and in jest added that he has sent out forns
seeki ng applicants for the post.

When pointed out that the annual pre-budget dial ogue is due to conmence
soon, the Prime M nister said: "If | have | earned enough about finance, |
will be the Mnister who will be having the dialogue... at the noment |I'm
not so confident yet".

I ndustry observers have suggested that the Finance M nister's post is
not likely to be left vacant for | ong given the need to start preparing
next year's national budget soon

Then again, Dr Mahathir did table the 1999 Budget after assum ng the
post of Finance M nister when Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi mwas renoved in
Sept enber 1998.

In January 1999, Daimreturned to the Finance Mnistry after an ei ght-
year absence fromthe Governnent.

The Prine M nister also confirmed that Dai mhas relinquished all of his
ot her posts, nanely Speci al Functions M nister, National Econonic Action
Counci | executive director, Langkawi Devel oprment Aut hority chai rman and
Umo treasurer

"But, he is still Merbok Menmber of Parlianent.”

The benchmar k Kual a Lunpur St ock Exchange Conposite | ndex ended of f-1ows
at 567.36 yesterday, down a net 3.9 points, after earlier com ng under
sone pressure as investors sold blue chips.

Bar gai n- hunt ers were however seen sponging up quality shares in the
afternoon. It was the first day of trading after the announcenent of
Daim s resignation at the weekend.

The market was cl osed to observe Maul i dur Rasul on Monday.
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