27/ 07/ 2001
Dr M not keen on renam ng Pekan Rabu " Che Det Mall

Zubai dah Abu Bakar; Elizabeth John

ALOR STAR, Thurs. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad today seened | ess than
thrilled at the prospect of Pekan Rabu being renamed Che Det Mall, in his
honour .

The traditional Ml ay bazaar that has beconme a | andmark here is closely
associated with the Prime Mnister who traded in it during the Japanese
occupati on.

The bazaar and its surrounding areas are being redevel oped at a cost of
RML3 million and the co-operative that runs it wants to renane it Che Det
Mal | and the pedestrian wal kway, Che Det \Wal k.

"Tal ki ng about this Che Det Walk, Che Det Mall lah... | do not knowif
my name (Che Det is Dr Mahathir's pet name) shoul d be used.
"I have not given approval... they did not even ask ne," he said in his

speech to Koperasi Pekan Rabu Al or Star Bhd nmenbers at its 38th annua
general neeting.

Al so present were Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain and co-
operative chai rman Azm Shahab

Dr Mahat hir expl ai ned he was not in favour of buil dings bei ng naned
after himwhile he was still alive.

He sai d when he was the Education Mnister, one of his first directives
was to forbid any school from being naned after him

He said that was why until today, there was no Sekol ah Menengah Dr
Mahat hir or Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali.

"So if you want to nane a school, road or anything after nme, please wait
until | amdead," he said, eliciting |aughter fromthe crowd.

He said "Che Det Mall" sounded like a tongue twi ster and feared the use
of his pet nane nay not be well received.

Lowering his voice to a whisper and shielding his nouth with his hand as
if totell a secret, Dr Mahathir told the crowd:

"Barangkal i orang Pas tak datang." (Maybe Pas people will not cone.)

After opening the neeting, Dr Mahathir visited Pekan Rabu where work on
a paved wal kway was under way.

The bazaar, which houses shops owned by Malay traders, will be
transformed into a retail and cultural centre by Novenber.

The paved wal kway and pedestrian mall will feature cafes, souvenir shops
and a | arge el ectronic billboard for advertisenents.

Anot her addition will be a square, to be constructed over Sungai Raja
which flows al ong Pekan Rabu. It will be used for cultural performances
and exhi biti ons.

The area will also see the addition of a four-storey budget hotel,
conference roons and a covered escal ator to replace the pedestrian bridge
that spans Jal an Tunku | brahi m

Earlier, Dr Mahathir visited a community conputer centre at Kanpung
Padang Janbu Dal amin Si npang Enpat Kangkong.

The Prime M nister spent about an hour watching students show of f their
computer skills at the centre which was set up by the Padang Janbu Dal am
Umo branch.

The centre has 15 conputers which are used by students aged between 10
and 17.
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