31/ 08/ 2001

Dr Mhas no intention to be Senior Mnister or advisor

EXCERPTS of the question and answer session with Prime M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanad at a | uncheon forum organi sed by the Oxford and
Canbri dge Soci ety of Ml aysia in Kuala Lunpur yesterday:

Far Eastern Econom c Review journalist Lorien Holland: Looking back at
your 20 years as Prine Mnister, what are the best changes you have nade
and the worst?

A: The best changes were made by the first Prine Mnister (Tunku Abdu
Rahman) who deci ded when we becane i ndependent that while we shoul d accept
the free market system we should al so have sone el enents of a centrally-
pl anned econony, nanely, we should have state enterprises.

We shoul d be pragmatic and | think as the result of this pragmatism
Mal aysi a stands anbng the best.

What m stakes have | done? A lot of mistakes if you ask my enem es but
if you ask ny friends, they will say | have done nothing wong at all

It's not really ny mstake but it's sonmething | thought was good but the
response was not so good. | had set out to achieve equality between the
races. In the process, we had to take affirmative action and perhaps it
was a little bit overdone.

And as a result, we have people who are a little |aid-back and not
willing to make effort. The sense of security created by the Governnent
was perhaps a m st ake
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