27 JUN 2001
Mahat hi r- Secretary
DR M SAYS NEW SECRETARY W LL HELP HI M DEAL W TH CHI NESE COVMUNI TY

KUALA LUMPUR, June 27 (Bernama) -- The Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad said the appoi ntnent of 51-year old | awer Matthias Chang
Wen Chieh as his political secretary is to help himdeal in matters
pertai ning the Chi nese conmunity.

He said he had chosen a Chinese as one of his political secretaries
because the Chi nese represented about 26 per cent of Ml aysia's popul ation.

"I think a Chinese political secretary will be able to serve ne where
t he Chinese are concerned,” he told a news conference after delivering a
keynote address at the 10th Wbrl d Econoni c Devel opment Congress at the
Putra Wrld Trade Centre (PWC) here today.

He was asked to conment on Chang's swearing-in as his political
secretary earlier today, making the |lawer the first non-Mlay political
secretary to the prime mnister.

Dr Mahathir already has two Malay political secretaries.

Chang took his oath of office and oath of secrecy before Dr Mahathir at
the Prime Mnister's Ofice in Putrajaya today.

The brief cerenobny was witnessed by the Chief Secretary to the
Governnent Tan Sri Sansudi n Csnan.

Chang declined to el aborate on his appoi ntment when approached by
reporters after the swearing-in.

Earlier, when he was first asked at the PWC press conference why he
appoi nted a Chinese as political secretary, Dr Mahathir replied in lighter
vein:" Because | need a political secretary.”

"There is a provision for me to appoint a political secretary,
obviously | appoint one," he said.

Asked whether he would simlarly appoint a Chinese press secretary, the
prime minister said: "lIt's not as inportant, perhaps."”
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