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Dr Mto open event expected to draw 1,500 del egates

Saj ahan Waheed; Janes Kandi ah

JOHOR BARU, Fri. - About 1,500 M C del egates, including 35 representatives
each fromthe Youth and Wanita novenents, will be attending the two-day
55th M C general assenbly at the Eden Garden Hotel here tonorrow.

It is scheduled to be opened by Barisan Nasional chairman and Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamed.

M C secretary-general S. Sothinathan told The New Straits Ti mes that
this was the second tinme in the party's 55-year history that it organi sed
t he general assenbly outside Kual a Lunpur

He said it was held in Penang in the early Eighties.

"Qur intention is to give Johor MC nenbers a chance to organi se such a
big function like this. It will also be good exposure for themand a
val uabl e experi ence.

"We are fully nmobilising the Johor M C. They have set up several sub-
comttees to finalise preparations. Menbers in the conmttee include State
| eaders, division and branch nenbers as well as representatives fromthe
Yout h and Wanita novenents."

Sot hi nathan, who is also the Health Mnistry's Parlianentary Secretary,
added the M C had extended invitations to other BN conponent party | eaders
to attend the function.

"Most of them have indicated that they woul d be present. Anbng guests
will be Johor Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani O hnman. "

The party had booked nearly 800 roonms in six hotels for del egates
attendi ng the assenbly.

The hotels are Eden Garden Hotel, Puteri Pan Pacific Hotel, Hyatt
Regency Hotel, Grand Continental Hotel, Crystal Crown Hotel and Crown
Pl aza Hot el

Sot hi nat han added that menbers would be arriving here today for the
assenbly and return honme on Sunday.

The agenda for tonmorrow i ncl udes openi ng address by party president
Datuk Seri S. Sany Vel lu, opening speech by Dr Mahathir, the tabling of
annual reports by the secretary and the treasurer foll owed by debate on
the president's speech.

For Sunday, del egates will continue with debate on the president's
speech, debate on the resol utions, constitutional amendnent and wi ndi ng up
speech by party | eaders and Sany Vel |l u.

Sot hi nat han said the assenbly was expected to be an interesting one as
t he past year had been a chal |l enging one for the party.

"W believe delegates will be in high spirits as there is so nuch to
di scuss. This includes the Qutline Perspective Plan 3, Ei ghth Ml aysia
Pl an and the incident in Taman Medan.

He added that the proposed changes to the party constitution, especially
the el ection of national |evel Youth and Wanita heads and office bearers
at the branch | evel, were al so expected to be keenly di scussed.

He said sone surprises were al so being planned but declined to
el abor at e.

Meanwhi |l e, Johor M C |iaison Conm ttee chairnman Datuk K.S. Bal akri shnan
said sone 5,000 party nmenbers, including fromits Youth and Wanita wi ngs
fromhere, are expected to gather at the hotel to wel comre Dr Mahathir

"We are very excited about the assenmbly as it is being held in Johor for
the first tine. It is indeed an honour for us,"” said Bal akri shnan.
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