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Dr Monce again a step ahead with his challenge to Umo and Ml ays

Abdul Razak Ahrad

THE bi g debat e began soon after Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad ended hi s opening speech at the party's 55th annual general
assenbl y yest erday.

No, it was not the debate by del egates on the notions of the assenbly,
but the di scourse anmong the Press corps and political pundits at the
si del i nes.

The topic centred on the president's speech which was not as fiery as in
previ ous years, though Dr Mahathir is nore noted for his radical and
t hought - pr ovoki ng speeches.

There was the speech where he was overcone with enoti ons when tal ki ng
about the ranmpant noney politics in Umo.

And anot her, when he conpl ai ned of how efforts to weed out corruption in
the party was getting nowhere despite his tears, pleas and prayers.

Most recently during a gathering of senior party nenbers, Dr Mahathir
drew ent husi astic appl ause fromthe del egates when he announced that he
had had enough of noney politics in Umo, and prom sed that there will be
no nercy for those found guilty.

Many predicted that Dr Mahat hir woul d nake simlar dramatic statenments
this tinme around.

After all, the assenbly conmes in the midst of continuing action by the
party's disciplinary board to investigate and puni sh corrupt nenbers.

And surely Dr Mahathir woul d address the intense specul ati on surroundi ng
the resignation of Umo treasurer and Finance M nister Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n?

He did neither. Instead, Dr Mahathir delivered a marathon speech |asting
one hour and 57 m nutes, in which he described the perils awaiting the
Mal ays, their weaknesses and how to overcone them

If the contents of his speech sounded familiar, it is because the party
presi dent had covered those topics previously.

Nevert hel ess, several suprene council nenbers were singing praises of
the president's speech.

"I think it's the nost brilliant speech in the history of Umo,"
decl ared a suprene council menber with an enthusi asm so excessive that it
bordered on bei ng sychopanti c.

Alittle nore sober was the assessnent of party vice-president Datuk
Seri Najib Razak.

"Hi s speech is extraordinary in ternms of his frankness and courage in
detailing the problens afflicting the Mal ays," he said.

This was echoed by fellow vice-president Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassin

"A marat hon speech, but very tinely, bearing in mnd the situation we
are facing."

The situation nentioned by Mihyiddin are the dangers that await the
Mal ays if they fail to adapt and overcone some of their core weaknesses.

Specifically, Dr Mahathir outlined how nmany Mal ays still possessed the
wong attitude when it canme to acquiring know edge.

Sonme, he explained, felt that educational opportunities were an
i nalienable right and took themfor granted, while others had a di mview
that all that was required of the Malays was to seek religi ous know edge.

Dr Mahathir also did not mince his words when he attacked the |aid-back
attitude of the Mal ays when it cane to devel opi ng t hensel ves economi cal ly.

He said many were so preoccupied with getting rich quick that they did
not have any qual ns accepting bribes in the process.



Unl ess t hese weaknesses were addressed, the party president warned that
the Mal ays m ght not survive for |ong.

Wth the party determned to cleanse itself of nobney politics, sone felt
that the president should have clarified the party's stand on the matter.

There appeared to be sone confusion over several of the disciplinary
board's recent rulings against nenbers found guilty of noney politics.

Citing an exanmpl e, a del egate pointed out how the party | eadership had
continually stressed that menbers shoul d respect the decisions nade by the
board and that those found guilty shouldn't appeal

"However, some nmenbers found guilty by the board were only issued with
war ni ngs, so what should be their status in the party?

"And what about those who were censured by the board but still continue
to hold other positions? Wiy haven't they resigned?”

These issues need to be clarified by the | eadership, and sone were quite
di sappointed that Dr Mahathir did not raise these matters in his speech.

However, according to suprene council nmenber and Ml acca Chief M nister
Datuk Wra Mohd Ali Rustam Dr Mahathir no | onger has to dwell too rmuch on
Umo's internal noney politics problem

"There is already so nmuch fear anong nenbers because they know that if
they do it they will be punished.

"I'n fact if you ook at the current course of the disciplinary board's
actions, even the nmore "wily' culprits are getting caught.

"The disciplinary action should continue, but without the party talking
too nuch about it as action speaks | ouder than words," he said.

The party, he added, was now shifting to a higher gear inits efforts to
win back all the ground | ost to the opposition during the 1999 general
el ecti on.

After all, opposition parties are continually canpai gning anong t he
Mal ays, telling themnot to support Umo as it is allegedly filled with
corrupt nenbers and | eaders.

As such, the party's efforts to weed out corruption are nmeant to address
the public's perception towards it as nmuch as to cl eanse the party.

By enlarging his focus on the Mal ays, Dr Mahathir is saying that Umo
may be determ ned to weed out corruption, but the Mal ays nust also realise
their own weaknesses.

It is also an indication of the development in the party's canpaign
agai nst noney politics, which can be traced back fromthe 1993 party
el ecti ons when vot e- buyi ng was nost ranpant.

From then, Umo's fight against nmoney politics included repeated
war ni ngs which ultimately led to the amendment of the constitution |ast
year to allow for the establishnent of a disciplinary board to i nvestigate
conpl ai nts.

Froma strategic viewpoint, it is nowtime for Umo to nove on.

And whil e sceptics wonder whether the Ml ays would be willing to accept
anot her earful fromDr Mahathir on their own deficiencies, several party
| eaders see it as a necessity, such as suprene council nenber Datuk
Shahrir Abdul Sanad.

"The process of cleaning up Umo will continue so that it becones a
party the Malays will | ook up to.

"But at the sane tinme, the Malays need remnding, so it isn't at all a
case of shifting the blanme," said Shahrir, whose vocal stand on party
matters is well known.

"I have been very critical when it conmes to listening to speeches by the
Prime Mnister, but | find that this is a good speech.

"It presents the Malay-Muslimworld view while at the sane tine rem nds
the Mal ays that they shouldn't always bl ane ot her people for their own
failures," he added.



Doubt | ess, many woul d have cheered when Umo's di sciplinary board
announced strict punishments for those found guilty of noney politics.

But by wi dening his scope to include all Ml ays and how t hey shoul d
collectively address their weaknesses in order for the race to survive, Dr
Mahat hir has rai sed the stakes not only in Umo but also for the Ml ays.

By issuing this challenge, Dr Mahathir has again stayed one step ahead.

Wth the next general election due in 2004, Dr Mahathir continues to
| ead Umo towards that chall enge and i n hi gher gear.

( END)
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