24/ 01/ 2001
Dr Mwill resolve UMissue, says Aziz

A. Hafiz Yatim

MALACCA, Tues. - The Education Mnistry and Umo Suprene Council are
confident Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad will resolve the
i ssue of the proposed closure of Universiti Ml aya's Pusat Asasi Sains.

Calling on certain parties not to politicise the matter, Deputy
Education M nister and party suprene council menber Datuk Abdul Aziz
Shanmsuddi n said Dr Mahathir was the right person to nmake the decision, and
the Mnistry and party woul d abi de by hi s deci si ons.

"Dr Mahathir is the person responsible for the setting up of Pusat Asasi
Sains in Universiti Mlaya, Universiti Sains Mlaysia and Universiti
Kebangsaan Mal aysi a when he was the Education Mnister in the 1970s," said
Aziz after receiving the Darjah Miulia Seri Ml ak today fromthe Yang di-
Pertua Negeri Tun Syed Ahnad Shahabuddin at his official residence in
| stana Mel aka t oday.

The other recipient of the Darjah Seri Ml aka was Ni shihara (M Sdn Bhd
chai rman Dat uk Mohd Hani f Sher Mbhamad. Both Aziz and Hanif were not
present at the investiture cerenony held | ast Cctober.

"The centres were established at that tinme to hel p Bum putera students
i mprove on science and nmat hematics, before enrolling into universities.

"Therefore, Dr Mahathir understands the problemand he is the right
person to solve this (issue)."

Dr Mahathir, added Aziz, would discuss the matter with Universiti Ml aya
Vi ce- Chancel | or Datuk Dr Anuar Zaini Ml Zain before maki ng a deci sion.

Party vice-president Tan Sri Muhammad Muhanmad Tai b had rai sed t he Pusat
Asasi Sains issue at the Umo Suprene Council neeting yesterday.

However, the matter was not di scussed. The council referred the matter
to Dr Mahathir and Education M nister Tan Sri Musa Mohamad.
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