26 FEB 2001
Mahat hi r - Departure
DR MAHATHI R LEAVES FOR CHI NA TO ATTEND BQAO FORUM FOR ASI A

SUBANG, Feb 26 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad | eft for China today to attend the Boao Forumfor Asia (BFA) in
Hai nan.

He was acconpanied by his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohaned Ali.

On hand to bid themfarewel | at the Royal Ml aysian Air Force (RVAF)
station here were Information Mnister Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob and Transport
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik.

The prime mnister was expected to deliver a keynote address at the
| aunch of the BFA

Among the ot her Asian | eaders expected to attend the forum are Chi nese
President Jiang Zemin. Fornmer prine mnisters of Japan and Australi a,
Yasuhi ro Nakasone and Bob Hawke, and forner Philippine President Fidel
Ranps are al so expected to attend the two-day forum

Mal aysi a has three representatives in the BFA s advisory group nanely
former Deputy Prinme M nister and Mal aysi an Human Ri ghts Conmi ssi on chai r man
Tan Sri Musa Hitam former Asean Secretary-General Tan Sri Ajit Singh who
is likely to be made the BFA' s secretary-general, and forner Ml aysian
Institute of Econom c Research (M ER) executive director Datuk Dr Kanal
Sal i h.

The BFA will seek solutions and inplenent progranmes to prepare Asia
for the onslaught of globalisation and ensure that econom c prosperity is
spread all over the region.

It will be an institution whose priority is to deliver viable economc
devel opnent programres for the benefit of Asian nations.

Boao is a resort area located in a special econom c zone on Hai nan
island in southern China and the forum has taken its nane after the resort.

Dr Mahathir is expected to return hone tonorrow
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