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Asean- Terrori sm (W apUp)
DR MAHATHI R PLAYS EFFECTI VE STEERI NG ROLE AT ASEAN SUM T

By: David Chelliah Kovilpillai

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, Nov 7 (Bernama) -- Ml aysian Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad pl ayed an effective steering role in persuadi ng
fell ow Asean nmenber countries to draw up a framework of action to conbat
rising terrorismin the region

Asean officials said Dr Mahathir spoke strongly on terrorismand the
United States' attacks on Afghani stan on three occasions during the Seventh
Asean Leaders' Summit which ended here yesterday.

Wthout Dr Mahathir's persuasion and his concern over the plight of the
civilian casualities in Afghanistan, the framework on terrori smdevised by
Asean woul d not have been so conprehensive, said an official involved in
drafting the declaration

Asean | eaders did not jointly ask the US to inmediately stop the
bonbi ngs i n Af ghani stan neverthel ess Mal aysia and I ndonesia did criticise
t he bonbi ngs.

Mal aysia came to the sunmit to canpaign on two issues -- terrorism and
the fight against the increasing nunber of H V/ Aids cases in the region
besi des pushing for intra-Asean trade and econonmic integration wth China,
Japan and Sout h Kor ea.

Mal aysi a al so pushed for Asean to call for an international sem nar on
terrorismto define and identify terrorists and for a halt to US attacks on
Af ghani stan which had resulted in civilians casualties.

Soon after his arrival at the Brunei capital on Sunday, Dr Mhathir
went straight into the summt's working di nner hosted by Sultan Hassana
Bol ki ah and reiterated Ml aysia's consistent stand against terrorism and
t he US bonbi ng of Afghani stan.

"Al t hough countries have their own respective views on both the issues,
he managed to nove the hearts of the | eaders,” said an official

That same night, the | eaders endorsed the 2001 Asean Decl aration On
Joint Action To Counter Terrorismand rejected any attenpt to |ink
terrorismwi th any religion or race.

Dr Mahathir anplified Malaysia's stand again the followi ng day at the
summ t proper and at the end of the day, Malaysia scored a major success.

He spoke about the ineffectiveness of attacking Afghani stan which had
resulted in the death of innocent people including children and that there
had been no evidence as yet of the Taliban or the people responsible for
the Sept 11 attacks being captured or killed.

Sunmit chairman, Sultan Hassanal Bol ki ah, issued a statenment |ater
whi ch anmong others called for a nmultilateral sem nar on energency response
to terrorist threat, conbat terrorismin a conprehensive manner, define
terrorismand identify its root causes.

The Asean | eaders adopted the statenent which expressed concern over
the wel fare of innocent people as a result of mlitary action agai nst
Af ghani stan and consi dered extendi ng humanitarian assi stance.

"There were sone differences in our views on terrorism | felt air
strikes should stop i medi ately in Afghani stan but others did not express
strong views," said Dr Mahat hir before heading for hone yesterday.

"However, | am happy with the outcone of the summt,"” he added.

"Some do not want to burn bridges with the United States especially
Si ngapore and the Philippines due to economic inplications and are nore
concerned over donestic econom c woes," said an Asean del egate who decli ned
to be quoted.



He said Dr Mahathir nmanaged to persuade Asean | eaders to support the
sem nar on terrorismand a Special Asean Mnisterial Meeting on
Transnational Crinme, focusing on terrorism wll be held in Kuala Lunpur
next April.

Despite the lack of a collective response agai nst US bonbi ngs, Mal aysi a

was "man enough" to ask the world' s super mlitary power -- the United
States-- to stop its actions in Afghanistan.
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