10 OCT 2001
Mahat hi r-LI MA (Eagl e)
DR MAHATHI R LAUNCHES M SI AN- MADE UNMANNED AERI AL VEH CLE

LANGKAW , Cct 10 (Bernama) -- The Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t oday | aunched t he Ml aysi an-made Eagl e Airborne Reconnai ssance
Vehicle (ARV) at the Langkawi International Mritinme and Aerospace
Exhi bition (LIMA '01) here.

Manuf actured by the Mel aka-based gover nnent - owned conpany Conposites
Technol ogy Research Mal aysia Sdn Bhd (CTRM in partnership with Excel net
Sdn Bhd and BAe Systens of the United Kingdom the ARV can be used both for
mlitary and non-mlitary purposes.

Mlitary-wise it could be used for incursion detection, nonitoring of
troop novenent, borders, terrorist activities and intelligence gathering
while its non-mlitary applications include coastal surveillance and
nmoni toring of open burning, illegal |ogging, piracy and novenent of ill egal
i mm grants.

The RVA7-nmillion project devel oped for the Ml aysi an Armed Forces
consists of three Eagle aircraft, a ground control station and a renote
recei ving station.

The 6.4-netre two-seater aircraft with a cruising speed of 120 knots
and a flying radius of 250 km can be manned or unmanned. It can go for 10
hours non-stop flying before refuelling.

Recal  ing how the project started, Dr Mahathir said BAe Systens G oup
Marketing Director Sir Charles Masefield suggested that the Eagle ARV fly
wi t hout pilot.

The prime mnister said at present there were only small types of
unmanned aerial vehicles aircraft useful during both war and peaceti ne.

VWil e congratulating CTRMfor realising the project, he hoped the
conpany woul d keep the price of the Eagle ARV | ow so that many countries
coul d purchase them

Dr Mahathir |later w tnessed the performance and capabilities of the
Eagl e ARV which was pilotless for 10 mi nutes and took real -tinme i nages near
the Mahsuri International Exhibition Centre, the venue for the aerospace
segnent of the LIMA 'OLl.

Wth a surveillance systemmunted in its underbelly, the aircraft
provi des the operator with an unobstructed 360-degree field of view

BAe Systens supplied the Eagle ARV its el ectronics and associ ated
systens while its nodification and systens integration were carried out
jointly by Excelnet, a local engineering design provider and BAe Systens.

The Sultan of Brunei, Sir Charles and CTRM s chi ef executive officer
Tan Sri Dr Chen Lip Keong were al so present at the | aunch.
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