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By: Tham Choy Lin

SI NGAPORE, Sept 10 (Bernamm) -- Visionary and revolutionary -- these
are the hallmarks cited of Malaysian Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad and Si ngapore's Senior Mnister Lee Kuan Yew who toni ght were
presented the Asean Achievenent M I | ennium Award here.

The two | eaders rank al ongside Asian greats of the 20th century,
Mahat ma Gandhi, Mao Tse Tung and Deng Xiao Ping, according to the citations
for the two | eaders who were honoured at an exclusive di nner by the Asean
Busi ness Forum ( ABF).

The two | eaders were singled out for the award for their roles in
transform ng their countries and contributions to the Association of
Sout heast Asian Nations (Asean).

Asean secretary-general Rudol fo Severino, in his nessage, said the
selection of the two | eaders were well deserved.

"Their valuable contributions to the region have enable our societies
to face the new mllenniumw th confidence and much hope,"” said Severino.

Dr Mahathir's citation was read out by Singapore's Professor Arthur
Lim an eye specialist who was a forner coll ege-mate of the Ml aysian prine
m ni ster who did his nedical studies here.

"They were all +unreasonabl e+ revolutionaries - driven by inpossible
dreans, possessed unreasonable vision, conmmitted to what so obviously could
not be done," said Prof Lim

Dr Mahathir was described not only as the greatest Ml aysian | eader of
the 20th century but also "the greatest Ml ay of the past 500 years".

Under Dr Mahat hir, Mal aysi ans broke the bonds of col onial servitude and
what was "ini tidak boleh, itu tidak bol eh, senua tidak bol eh" becane
"Ml aysia Bol eh", the citation added.

"Under his watch, and for the first tine in history, a disparate and
incredibly multi-ethnic, multi-religious, multi-cultural assenbly of
peopl es has become a nation.”

The citation also highlighted that over the last 30 years, 20 under Dr
Mahat hir, Mal aysia had enmerged as the world chanpi on of poverty eradication
according to United Nations statistics.

Dr Mahathir, 76, was credited with transform ng Mal aysia from an
agricultural country to a |l eading industrial econony.

The Mahat hir nodernisation was not at an end as it "will continue |ong
when he is no nore with us,"” the citation said.

Lee, 78, who was Singapore's premer for 31 years before stepping down
in 1990, was singled out for the quality of his political |eadership, his
i ntol erance of corruption and how he had rallied the small island-state to
overcone great odds.

"He bases his positions on core val ues, basic principles and national
interests. He does not sway with the breeze of expediency or political
correctness,"” according to the citation for the Singapore |eader read out
by Kual a Lumpur-based Asian Strategy and Leadership Institute (Asli)
executive director Datuk M chael Yeoh.

Commenor ative gold and silver coins carrying the profiles of the two
| eaders were al so issued by the Singapore Mnt for the occasion.

Proceeds of the sales would go towards a "gl obalisation |earning
journey programme” for students in the two countries.

Informati on on the coins are avail able on www. m nt.com sg
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