02/ 09/ 2001

Dr Mahat hir nobbed and gi ven rousi ng wel cone

PETALI NG JAYA, Sat. - It was an exhilarating tinme for the nore than 5, 000
children who were present at the launch of the "Say Yes For Chil dren”
canpai gn t oday.

Their enthusiasmwas clearly seen as it took Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad al nost 15 minutes to cover the 50 netres leading to
the convention centre at Sunway Pyram d.

Mobbed by children wanting to shake his hand, he inched his way to the
hal I where he received a rousing wel cone fromchildren, parents and
t eachers.

A canpai gn dedicated to children, the | aunch was al nost entirely handl ed
by children. The prayer was | ed by a youngster - Khairul Zai mGhazali

The | aunch was equal ly i npressive. Wien Dr Mahathir pulled a rope
attached to a "watering can", "water" poured out and a fl ower bl ooned.

Later, a sketch depicting five children fromthe future who were sent
back in tine to find the fornula of Malaysia's success was staged.

Dr Mahathir al so gave out appointnment letters to menbers of the Nationa
Consul tative Council for Children, which included New Straits Tinmes group
editor Datuk Ahmad A Talib.

Today's launch saw a record set for the | argest thunbprint banner in
Mal aysia, with 5,000 thunbprints spelling out "Say Yes For Chil dren”

Run by the National Unity and Soci al Devel opnment M nistry, the canpaign
will look at ways to create a conduci ve and enabling environnent for
children to grow up in.

It is built on 10 inperatives.

They are "Leave No Child Qut", "Put Children First", "Care For Every
Child", "Fight HHWAIDS", "Stop Harm ng and Exploiting Children", "Listen
to Children", "Educate Every Child", "Protect Children FromWar", "Protect
the Earth For Children" and "Fi ght Poverty: Invest In Children”

The canpaign is part of the run-up to the UN Special Session on Children
to be held fromSept 19 to 21 in New York

Among the events lined for the canpaign are a forumon Sept 8, a
wal kat hon for children and tal kshows.
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