09/ 10/ 2001

Dr Mahathir: Attacks will not resol ve anything

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - WMal aysia does not agree with the United States and
Britain's attack on Afghanistan as it will not help eradicate terrorism

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said the attacks woul d not
resol ve anything as terrori smwas not just concentrated i n Afgani stan but
found el sewhere in the world too.

He said Mal aysia was not going to suppport any party in the ongoing
i ssue.

Speaking to reporters at the Parlianent | obby, he said: "Qur stand is
that we feel efforts nust be taken to find the reasons why these
terrorists chose to resort to violence in the first place. (See Page 7)

"W, on our part, are not going to do anything or support anybody in
this matter.

"As far as we can see, they (US and Britain) are not attacking the
Muslinms. If they are, then there are Muslins all over the world and they
shoul d be attacking all of them"

Dr Mahathir said that if at all Ml aysia had to resort to violence, it
woul d only do so if soneone had acted sinilarly against it first.

"However, | would support the USif it resorted to viol ence agai nst
Israel as it (lsrael) is killing many innocent Pal estinians,"” he added.

He said this when asked about Ml aysia's stand on the attacks agai nst
Af ghani st an

Dr Mahathir said the US and Britain's stand was that they were attacking
those they believed to be terrorists.

On a report that Washington sent to Mal aysia |inking Osama bin Laden and
hi s al - Qaeda novenent to the Sept 11 attacks on the World Trade Center and
the Pentagon, Dr Mahathir said he had not personally seen the report.

"The report was only seen by ny Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d
Al bar and he had told ne that there was proof and | agree with ny
M nister," he said.

Asked if there were requests fromthe US to freeze assets of anyone here
al l egedly having links with the Al - Qaeda novenent, he said the Governnent
had carried out detail ed checks and there were no such accounts.

On whet her the Government expected any formof violent denonstrations
here in protest against the attacks on Afghani stan, he said the Governnent
did not allow violence in the country.

"However, the handing over of nmenoranduns is permissible, as long as it
i s done peacefully,"” he said.

( END)
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