28/ 09/ 2001
Dr Mahathir: Victory shows people's appreciation

Fi rdaus Abdul | ah; Ridzal A Latiff

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad sai d Barisan

Nasi onal's | andslide victory in the Sarawak el ection clearly proved that
t he peopl e appreci ated the devel opnent brought by the BN-1ed Gover nment
headed by Tan Sri Abdul Tai b Mahnud.

The Prime M nister and BN chairman said the increased majority in 60 of
the 62 seats contested al so proved that the people rejected "gung-ho"
politics practised by the opposition.

"l congratulate Tan Sri Taib Mahnud, all our candi dates and el ection
workers for their untiring contribution," he said after attending the FD
Worl d Dental Congress 2001 opening here tonight.

"This victory shows that the people reject politics w thout any concrete
basis and politics of hatred which is not inline with our culture."

Dr Mahathir said although the opposition had enbarked on unacceptabl e
politics by enploying dirty canpaign tactics, the people were w se enough
to determine their future

"The opposition msused its freedomand | aunched personal attacks on the
Chief Mnister but the Sarawak people turned around and showed them
(opposition) the way out."

Dr Mahathir said allegations that the Sarawak Mal ays were divi ded had
al so been proven to be a lie as they gave their support to the BN
Gover nment .

Their solid support, said the Prinme Mnister, was enough to put a stop
to the opposition's dreamof wresting Sarawak from BN

Dr Mahathir said that having won the el ections, BN candi dates nust now
work harder to fulfil their pledges.

"W cannot go back on our word, what we have prom sed nust be delivered
by all means," he said.

Dr Mahathir said there were al so clear indications, both in Sarawak and
in the peninsula, that BN had regai ned | ost ground.

"People are nore friendly now, especially if conpared to the 1999
scenari o. Back then they were upset over certain matters and thought that
| had mistreated a certain popul ar | eader but now they have started
realising the truth.

"This is sonething refreshing.”

He added that at that point of tinme, he had to do what was right and not
sonet hi ng that was popul ar

"I believe the truth will continue to prevail and the public wll
realise and accept this fact," the Prine Mnister said, clearly referring
to former Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi m
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