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Mahat hi r - Tax
DR MAHATHI R PROPCSES SETTI NG UP AGENCY TO COLLECT TAX

By: Jamal uddi n Muhamrad

TOKYO, June 7 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t oday proposed the setting up of international agencies to collect
tax fromrich traders in a nove to hel p poor countries.

He said the agencies should be entrusted to collect taxes and
distribute themto poor countries which needed themfor infrastructure
bui | di ng.

"Traders who nmake nmoney fromthe world should pay back to the world,"
he said during a dial ogue session after Dr Mahathir delivered an inaugural
speech on "d obalisation, dobal Conmunity and the United Nations" at the U
Thant Di stinguished Lecture Series at the United Nations University, here.

To a question fromthe floor, he said people with the capacity to trade
all over the world and make noney fromthe world should pay back sonethi ng
to the world.

The noney, he said, could be used to help the poor countries.

Dr Mahathir said although it was mandatory for all countries to
contribute 0.7 per cent of their Goss Donmestic Product to hel p poor
countries not many had done so.

He added that there should be a law that applied to everybody and the
rich (traders) who nmade a | ot of noney fromthe gl obal market shoul d pay
taxes to hel p poor countries who have been marginalised fromthe rest of
the worl d.

The Prime Mnister said at the noment sone poor countries have not been
included in Wrld Trade Organi sati on neeti ngs.

"They have the right to benefit fromthe world too," he said.

Those who attended the | ecture and di al ogue incl uded di pl onats,
politicians, scholars and journalists.

Answering a question on whether East Asian countries were prepared to
formmlitary cooperation anong thenselves in order to protect their
interest, Dr Mahathir said he did not believe in mlitary cooperation at
all and mlitary should be disarned.

"The world spends too nmuch noney on arns and wastes a | ot of nobney on
arns race. Arnms have no financial return,”

"Probl ens should not be solved through mlitary ways. It is stil
primtive. W have not progressed very far since the first caveman
bl udgeoned his rival and grabbed his wife," he said.

Dr Mahathir said research on arns should be regulated as not to
encourage arms race.

The Prime Mnister al so added that Ml aysia would continue with its
Look East Policy as it had benefited the country in the area of education
and incal cul ated a good work ethics.

"W will continue to | ook east not only to learn right things but also
the wrong things," he said.

On Mal aysia's practice of good governance, Dr Mahathir replied that the
key principle was to protect the interest of the majority of the people
whi | e recogni sing the human right and freedomof the mnority.

"Good governance neans | ooking at the right of everyone including the
mnority as long as it does not deprive the right of majority," he said.
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