17/ 07/ 2001
Dr Mahathir repeats call for continued peace and harnony

Farush Khan; M Jeffri Razal

MALACCA, Mon. - Twenty years after taking office, Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad toni ght repeated his call for continued peace and
harnony in the country.

"This is Ml aysia. People of various races can have dinner in an open
space like this, safe and secure in the know edge that they can do so in
peace. "

The Prime Mnister said this at a gathering attended by nore than 25, 000
peopl e at Dataran Sejarah in Ayer Keroh.

Chief Mnister Datuk Wra Mhd Ali Rustam as chairman of the State
Bari san Nasi onal, hosted the dinner.

In his speech, Dr Mahathir said the Government woul d not apol ogi se for
detaining a small group of people for the sake of the country's security.

He said if left unchecked, their actions in trying to topple the
Governnent through street denmonstrations would only lead to loss of life
and i nb.

The Prime Mnister said if the Governnent only reacted after |lives were
| ost, then the Governnent woul d be blamed for not being wise inits
actions.

He said the Government had to resort to preventive detention to protect
the nation's 22 nmillion people frombecomnmng victins of riots.

Dr Mahathir said that while the Governnent upheld denocracy, it did not
nmean that there should be no linmit toit.

He sai d denocracy should be practised without adversely affecting the
rights of the majority.

"If there are people who threaten (with violence) to jeopardise the
safety of the people, then the Governnent will continue to take preventive
action to maintain peace."”

The Governnment had to do this to ensure that the people continue to
benefit fromthe fruits of devel opnent.

Dr Mahathir said the BN Governnent was responsible to the nation and
woul d take appropriate action even though it m ght not be popul ar.

"W will not sacrifice the interest of the majority. Protecting the
majority of the people is our responsibility,” the Prine M nister said.

He added that the Governnent woul d not neglect its responsibilities
al though it was being criticised by outsiders.
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