15 JUN 2001
UPKO- Mahat hi r
DR MAHATHI R TO OPEN UPKO S DELEGATES CONFERENCE NEXT MONTH

KOTA KI NABALU, June 15 (Bernama) -- The Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad is expected to open the 7th annual congress of the United
Pasoknonogun Kadazandusun Murut Organi sation (UPKO when he visits Sabah
next nonth.

UPKO president Tan Sri Bernard Donpok said in a statement today that Dr
Mahat hir, who is chairman of the ruling Barisan Nasional (BN), has agreed
to open the congress on July 24, the first day of the schedul ed three-day
congr ess.

The party is a conponent of the Sabah BN.

Donpok, who is also Mnister in the Prine Mnister's Departnent,
said:"We are grateful that the Prime Mnister has yet again kindly agreed
to | aunch the congress.”

According to the statement issued by the UPKO i nformation unit here,
this year's congress was originally supposed to be held in August.

However, since the party had agreed to hold it next nonth, all the
di vi sions had been notified and preparations were in full sw ng, he said.

This year is the party's election year and according to UPKO s
executive secretary Datuk Alex Martin, there would nost |ikely be no
contest for the presidency and deputy presidency,

Former Sabah deputy chief mnister Datuk WIlfred Bunburing is the
i ncunbent party deputy president.

For the purpose of the congress, all party divisions were required to
conplete their nmeetings by July 8 Mrtin said in the sane statenent.
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