19 MAY 2001

DR MAHATH R ARRI VES I N SABAH FOR TWO- DAY VISIT

KOTA Kl NABALU, May 19 (Bernamm) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad arrived here this afternoon for a two-day visit to Sabah.

Acconpanied by his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, he was net
on arrival at the international airport here by Chief Mnister Datuk Chong
Kah Kiat, state cabinet mnisters and heads of state and federal government
depart nments.

Al so present was former chief mnister Datuk Osu Sukam who i s Sabah
Umo Chi ef.

The visit is the first by Dr Mahathir after a change in the state
| eadership following his decision to retain the systemof rotation for the
post of Sabah chief m nister which saw Chong taking over from Gsu on March
27.

The Prime Mnister, who flewin fromJohor after a visit there, is
schedul ed to nmeet Sabah Umo |iaison comrttee tonight.

Tormorrow, he will join state cabinet mnisters to a breakfast before
openi ng the speci al assenbly of Angkatan Keadil an Rakyat (Akar), a Barisan
Nasi onal (BN) component party.
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