24/ 02/ 2001

Dr Mahat hir advi ses Sarawak not “to throw away a good thing

KUCHI NG Fri. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad has advi sed
the peopl e of Sarawak not "to throw away a good thing", in reference to
the Bari san Nasional State Governnent whi ch has brought nuch peace
stability and economic growh to the State.

"I hope the people will realise this ....you have a good Gover nnent
whi ch has perforned,” he said in his speech at a dinner at the State
Assenbly buil di ng here.

"Sarawak has renmai ned peaceful and harnoni ous. This should be
mai ntai ned. Don't be influenced by people who say that any change i s good.
| can tell you that sonme changes are very bad.

"If there is no necessity to change, why change?"

The di nner was hosted by the Sarawak State Governnent for Dr Mahathir,
who i s Barisan Nasional chairnman.

Al'so at the dinner were Dr Mahathir's wife, Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasnah
Mohamad Ali, Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Tai b Mahrmud and his wi fe, Puan
Sri Lail a.

Dr Mahathir said in a denocratic system elections gave the people the
opportunity to throw out anyone they thought was not perform ng

But he pointed out that doing so everytine there was an el ecti on woul d
not help bring much devel opnent to the country.

Dr Mahathir said there were sone countries where new political parties
got elected at every election but this did not bring positive results.

"When peopl e exercise their right to "overthrow a Governnent and choose
a new one everytine there is an election, the country is unable to devel op
because the Government does not get to stay |ong enough to develop the
country."

Dr Mahathir said, in jest, that he was speaking from experience, having
stayed as Prine Mnister for four ternms.

"Well the first five years, | was thinking about how | should go about
devel opi ng Mal aysi a. The second five years, | began doi ng sonethi ng about
devel opi ng Mal aysia. The third five years, you see results. The last five
years, | don't know what.

"Maybe people get tired of nme. But that's alright. If | had stayed for
only five years, | would have not been able to do nuch," he said.

Dr Mahathir said in sone countries, where a | eader stayed for only one
term he could not achieve nuch.

"The first two years, he is trying to |l earn about the business. The next
two years, he tries to do sonething and the |ast year, he tries but nobody
cares because he is on his way out and a new Governnent is coming in."

Dr Mahat hir said Mal aysi a which practised denocracy had many politica
parties which were allowed to express their dissatisfaction through the
proper channel s.

He said this situation showed that in such a multi-racial country, the
Gover nnent coul d not pl ease everybody and each group was unhappy about
sonet hi ng

"That's okay. Wen you find all the races are slightly unhappy, then you
are doing the right thing. Wien anyone one group is too happy, then you
can be sure that you are doing the wong thing. You are favouring one at
t he expense of others."

Earlier, Taib thanked the Prine Mnister for having hel ped steer the
country out of the economic crisis and bring it it back on track.



In an dialogue with | eaders of the State conponent parties earlier, Dr
Mahat hir urged themto remain united and co-operate with each other to
face the com ng State el ection.

Dr Mahathir also rem nded themto resolve any internal problens for the
sake of unity, Barisan Nasional secretary-general Datuk Seri Mhamad
Rahmat sai d today.

The parties are Parti Pesaka Bum putra Bersatu, Sarawak United People's
Party, Sarawak National Party and Parti Bansa Dayak Sarawak.

When asked whet her the di al ogue had touched on when the State el ection
woul d be hel d, Mbhamad said Dr Mahat hir had advi sed the component parties
to remain united.

( END)
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