21 JAN 2001
Mahat hir-Arri val
DR MAHATHI R RETURNS HOVE AFTER WORKI NG VI SIT TO OSAKA

SUBANG Jan 21 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad returned honme today after a four-day working visit to Osaka.

Dr Mahathir, acconpanied by his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohaned
Ali, earlier nade a brief stopover in Kota Kinabal u.

The plane carrying them| anded at the Royal Ml aysian Air Force base
here at about 5.05pm

During his visit to Osaka, Dr Mahathir delivered a keynote address at
the Mainichi International Synposium the first part of the "Wake Up
Kansai " canpai gn aimed at reviving the sluggi sh econony in the Kansai

regi on.
Speaki ng on the thenme "Pronoting Miutual Understandi ng Between Asia And
Japan, Especially Kansai", the prime mnister had urged Japan not to copy

Western cultures 100 per cent but maintain its tested and successfu
tradi tional val ues.

He al so attended a reception in comenoration of the publication of a
book based on his articles in the Mainichi Daily News, the "Reflections of
Asi a".

During the visit, he also net Japan's Mnister for Economic, Trade and
I ndustry Takeo Hi ranuna and Kansai Econoni ¢ Federati on chai rman Yoshi hi sa
Aki yama who is also the president of the Kansai El ectric Power Co Inc.

One of the highlights of Dr Mahathir's visit was the tour to the Sharp
Liquid Crystal Display (LCD) plant in Tenri City, Nara prefecture.

There, the prine mnister, who witnessed the latest in the electronic
worl d, called on the Japanese electronic giant to increase its investnent
in Malaysia, including locating its technol ogi cal |l y-advanced LCD pl ant.

Besi des that, he also explored nultinedia | earning at the well-known
Osaka El ectro- Communi cation University which specialises in information
t echnol ogy.

The prime mnister then held a dial ogue with Ml aysian students
studying in the Kansai region and participated in a Fuji Tel evision Network
recording of a forumentitled "Views And Ideas On The 21st Century-Future
O Asia And Japan's Choice".
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