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Mahathir-Retire
DR MAHATHI R THI NKI NG OF RETI RI NG BUT NOT SUPPCSED TO TALK ABOUT I T

KUALA LUMPUR, July 22 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad said he is thinking about retiring and wants sone tinme for
hi nsel f but is not supposed to tal k about his plans.

"Yes, | want to retire. | am76 but | don't belong to nyself, | belong
to the public. Whatever | do, | nust think of its consequences. There are
peopl e who say that if | say things like this there would be a scranble for
power in the party (Umo). They don't want that. So what can | say?" he
sai d.

He said he could not talk rmuch on his retirement as his cabinet
col l egues had told himnot to talk about it as it could give rise to
pr obl emns.

"I too want a few years for nyself before | die, I want to wite, |
want to wite a bit, travel a bit. On the contrary, the older | becone, the
nmore work | have. | don't get to go on holidays like | used to," he said in

an interviewwith the New Straits Tinmes and U usan Ml aysi a, published
t oday.

Asked how he nanaged to juggle his position as prinme mnister and
finance mnister, he said he could manage both the positions as he knew how
to arrange his work.

He said he worked alnost all the time, replying letters at hone and he
nmeeting a steady streamof visitors in the office fromnorning till
af t er noon.

"If I don't see them they will get angry and they will say that when
we need votes, we cone and see them but now they want to see us they
can't, they will say we are arrogant. | want to see 1,000 people a day, if
| can,"” he added.

Asked if he ever gets enough sleep, he said he got about six hours of
sleep daily as he had to rest in order to work the foll owi ng day.

He said that during weekends, he net people for an hour or two but the
rest of the tinme was to conplete his work.

"Even when I'mon holiday, |I bring along ny work, I do nmy own witing
there. Wien it conmes to reading, | read anytine, | never stop, in the car
in the bathroom"™ said the prime mnister.

On the cabinet, he said he was satisfied with all the mnisters and
there was no reason for him"to get rid of people.”

Asked if he was groom ng anyone to take over the | eadership of Umo and
the country, he said his deputy, Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, was
there to replace him

"But | nust be responsible, it's quite possible |I drop dead tonorrow
and | |leave the party wi thout |eadership. That would be very irresponsible
of me so I'mgroom ng the | eadership, Pak Lah (Abdullah) is there," he
sai d.

Asked if HE would consider a senior mnister's appointnment, he said he
woul d not but "if ny views are needed once in a while, that beconmes a duty
for me, but to inpose nyself after ny welcone is finished, I wouldn't do,
its not nmy way."

On his feelings after being in the cabinet for 27 long years he said,
he did not feel it as times passes quickly when one is busy.

"I have a lot of work to do. Many people want to see nme, there are nmany
problens to be solved...therefore, | don't have time to think about
time...week after week passes.



"I feel 27 years is not a long tine until | look at my old
phot ographs...l had a lot of hair in the past, but not anynore now," he
sai d.
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