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DR MAHATHI R LEAVES FOR HOVE AFTER FOUR- DAY VISIT TO JAPAN

By: Jamal uddi n Muhamrad

TOKYO, June 10 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad | eft here today for hone after a four-day visit to Japan.

Dr Mahathir, who was acconpanied by his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah
Mohamed Ali, was seen off at the Narita International Airport here by
Mal aysi an anmbassador to Japan Datuk Marzuki Mhamed Noor.

During the visit, Dr Mahathir made an inaugural speech at the U Thant
Di stingui shed Lecture Series at the United Nations University here and
delivered a keynote address at the 7th N kkei International Conference
here.

He has expressed his concern on the inmpact of gl obalisation on poor
nations if one-sided approach was taken by rich nations at both occasions.

Dr Mahathir also held bilateral talks with his Japanese counterpart,
Juni chiro Koi zum here. At the neeting, the new Japanese admi nistration
gave an assurance that Japan would continue to provide |oans for Malaysia's
i nfrastruture devel opnent.

The Mal aysian prinme mnister was al so conferred an honorary doctorate
by the Meiji University here for his contribution, anong others, for
promoti on of peace, stability and devel opnent in Asia.

He al so visited the NIT (N ppon Tel egraph and Tel ephone Cor porati on)
research and devel opnent (R&D) centre here to take a closer |ook at the
four new research projects which include the devel opnment of smart card
being carried out there.

During the visit, he also nmanaged to get the cooperation of the United
Nati ons University to carry out research on Ml aysia's biodiversity
especially on the genetic structure and codi ng of natural resources towards
t he devel opnent of the nedicinal field.

Dr Mahathir also nmet and had a di al ogue with Ml aysi an students during
the visit.
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