09 MAR 2001
Mahat hi r - Tal ks
DR MAHATHI R W LLI NG TO CANCEL PROGRAMVE FOR UWMNO- PAS TALKS

KUALA LUMPUR, March 9 (Bernamm) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad said he is prepared to cancel his work schedule to enabl e
the Umo-PAS unity talks to be held at a date that is suitable to PAS.

"I will cancel ny programme if (they) want to neet, | will not go
anywhere,"” he said at a press conference after chairing the Umo Suprene
Counci| neeting at the party headquarters, here today.

Dr Mahathir, who is also Umo president, said the party was willing to
di scuss anything with PAS al t hough the discussion mght not lead to a
consensus.

"We are willing to discuss anything at all, but it does not necessarily
mean that we will agree (on the matter),"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said Umo woul d focus on di scussions pertaining to Ml ay
interests and rights which had been enshrined in the Constitution.

"I am convinced that PAS as a Malay party would certainly want to
protect themtoo, we too want to defend them..," he said.

At a special nedia conference held at the Prime Mnister's Departnent
in Putrajaya yesterday, Dr Mahathir outlined four main topics pertaining to
the interests of the Malays enshrined in the Constitution as the agenda for
di scussion at the Umo-PAS unity talks.

The four topics are the Ml ay special privel eges, Ml ay | anguage, Islam
as the official religion and the status of Ml ay Rul ers.

Dr Mahathir said he had explained to the Suprene Council today on the
Umo agenda for the unity talks.

"The neeting today focused on the Umo stand with regard to Mal ay
unity, actually we did not explain to the Suprenme Council on the four
topi cs presented because we feared there could be a | eak, and as such
(because of the secrecy) there are adverse interpretations that we want
Mal ay unity to fight against the Chinese," he said.

He said Umo wanted Malay unity to protect the Malay rights as provided
for in the Constitution.

He said Umo had no political notive for the neeting and was prepared
to di scuss anything raised by PAS.
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