17 FEB 2001
Mahat hi r - Meet i ng
DR MAHATHI R DOCES NOT WANT TO JEOPARDI SE UWNO- PAS MEETI NG

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 17 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t oday declined to conment on the upcom ng Umo-Pas neeting to
di scuss Malay unity because he does not want to jeopardise the talKks.

"(1'"m afraid that some people may be disssatisfied if | make any
comment al t hough I only give normal information.

"(1'"m afraid that this may affect our effort to hold the neeting," he
told reporters after launching the Information and Conmuni cati on Technol ogy
Literacy for K-econony Gathering at Stadium Putra, Bukit Jalil, here.

He said what was inportant was that the two parties neet.

"When we neet, we can say anything,” Dr Mahathir, who is al so Umo
presi dent, said.

He had announced | ast Saturday that Umo had agreed to hold the tal ks
t hi s Monday.

Yesterday, the Umo and PAS technical conmttees on the tal ks nmet for
the second tinme at Carcosa Seri Negara, here.

Bot h sides, however, declined to reveal the outcome of the two-hour
neeting to reporters.

PAS secretary-general Haji Nasharuddin Mat |Isa, who | ed the PAS
technical comrittee, said the party would hold a news conference at its
headquarters in Taman Mel ewar, here, at 3pmtonorrow.

The Umo technical comrttee was led by its secretary-general, Tan Sri
Khal i | Yaakob.
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