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Mahat hi r-LI MA (Aerobatics)
DR MAHATHI R | MPRESSED W TH AERCBATI C DI SPLAY BY RMAF PI LOTS

LANGKAW , Cct 11 (Bernama) -- The Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad has expressed pride and fascination with the aerobatic display by
Royal Mal aysian Air Force (RVAF) fighter pilots during this year's LINMA
show here.

"Al though they are fighter pilots, their aerobatic capability is
fantastic," he said when approached by reporters at the international
airport here before returning to the federal capital today.

Dr Mahathir was here since Tuesday to open the 2001 Langkaw
International Maritinme and Aerospace (LIMA 01) show and visit the
exhi bi tion.

The RVAF used the United States-nmade F/ A 18D Hornets and Russi an
M G 29Ns for their aerobatic diplay at the biennial show, the biggest such
event in the region.

Dr Mahathir was also satisfied with the response to the LI MA show this
time around despite the absence of past crowd-pullers -- Britain's Red
Arrows and the US Thunderbirds aerobatic teans -- because of unavoi dabl e
Ci rcumnst ances.

Partici pant-wi se, he said there is strong presence of Russian conpanies
and aircraft in the aerospace segnent this time around for instance.

As for the maritime segnment, sone exhibitors even had to pitch up extra
tents and this illustrated the encouragi ng response, Dr Mahathir said.

About 300 exhibitors from27 countries are taking part in the aerospace
segnent and 300 exhibitors from?22 nations, in the maritime segnent.

LI MA ' 01, which ends on Sunday, is open to trade visitors from Tuesday
till tomorrow and to the public during the weekend.
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