17 SEP 2001
SEA- Mahat hi r (Hol i day)
DR MAHATHI R DECLARES SATURDAY HOLI DAY

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 17 (Bernamm) -- Saturday (Sept 22) has been decl ared
a public holiday to mark Mal aysia's success in energing SEA Ganes chanpi ons
for the first time ever, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad said
t oni ght .

He said the public holiday was a gift to the people of Ml aysia for
their strong support to the athletes which hel ped Mal aysia clinch the
overall title in the biennial regional ganes.

Mal aysi a made an unprecedented haul of 111 gold, 75 silver and 85
bronze nedals to toppl e defendi ng chanpi ons Thail and, who fini shed second
with 103 gold, 86 silver and 89 bronze nedals.

"Yes, this is a present to the people for their interest and spirit,

i ncludi ng those who have cone all the way from places |ike Sabah and
Sarawak, to cheer on the athletes,” he told reporters after officially
closing the Ganes at the National Stadium here.

He said the spirited support from Mal aysi ans had enabl ed the athl etes
to excel in their events and driven the nation to glory.

VWhen asked whet her tonorrow would be declared a public holiday, Dr
Mahat hir said: "Tonorrow is not a holiday. The holiday is on Saturday so
that we can have a | onger break."

"If the holiday is given tonorrow, it will be just one day, rather
short. Saturday can extend into Sunday," he said.

He said the holiday was also for the people to share in the joy of
victory and forget whatever differences they may have.

Dr Mahathir hoped that those aspiring to represent the country woul d
start training froma young age so that they would have a better chance to
succeed.

"I amconfident that if we start fromyoung and train in earnest to
build our spirit, we will win in sports,” said Dr Mahathir who was visibly
happy during the press conference.

He said track and field athletes who did not do well this time around
shoul d not be di sheartened but should try harder in future.

Asked on his hopes for national athletes conmpeting in future neets |ike
the 2003 SEA Ganes in Vietnam Dr Mahthir said he hoped they could maintain
excel l ence in their performance.

"That is what we hope for (excellence). W should not be chanpions only
on homeground. We must be able to hold our own wherever we conpete," he
sai d.

"Here we get trenendous support from Mal aysi ans,” he said.

Al so present at the press conference were Deputy Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi and Youth and Sports M nister Datuk H shamuddi n
Tun Hussei n.
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