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DR MAHATHI R CHAI RS BUDGET 2002 DI ALOGUE

PUTRAJAYA, July 10 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t oday chaired the Budget 2002 di al ogue at the
| mpl enent ati on- Coordi nation Unit, Prinme Mnister's Departnment here.

The di al ogue is an official key pre-Budget event to obtain ideas and
constructive suggestions for the handling of current and future issues and
econom ¢ chal | enges.

It is being attended by representatives of 50 organi sations including
uni versities, banks, finance conpani es, non-governnental organisations,
gover nment agencies and mnistries.

Dr Mahathir, who is also Finance Mnister, said all inputs at the
di al ogue would formthe basis in the drawing up of strategies and neasures
in the Budget for next year, to be tabled in Parlianment in Cctober

The theme of this year's dialogue is "Pronoting Gowh By Strengthening
Resi |l i ence and Enhanci ng Conpetitiveness."

Dr Mahathir said the theme was chosen because the main chall enge facing
t he Mal aysi an econony at present was strengthening its resilience from
external jolts by diversifying sources of growh, strengthening the
financial sector and enhancing the country's conpetitiveness.

Al so present were Deputy Finance M nisters Datuk Chan Kong Choy and
Dat uk Dr Shafie Mhaned Sall eh.

According to the programe, the dialogue is divided into three sessions
with the first session, today, discussing expansion of nacro-econon cs and
rel ated issues.

The second session on Friday woul d invol ve di scussions with the
representatives of the nmajor econonic sectors and selected industries.

They woul d include the manufacturing, agriculture, mning, construction
and property sectors, financial and banking services and vari ous ot her
service sectors covering tourism education and transport.

The third session on Saturday woul d provide the opportunity to
representatives of social and community organi sations to di scuss vari ous
i ssues and the national social agenda.
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