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Mahat hi r - Opposi tion
DR MAHATHI R TAKES THE OPPGCSI TI ON TO TASK OVER | SLAM C STATE | SSUE

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 2 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad has taken the opposition to task for refusing to acknow edge t hat
Mal aysia is already an Islamc state.

Because of this, he said, extrem st elenents believed that the only way
to achieve an Islanmc state was to use vi ol ence.

"That's why they formthe groups with the intention of overthrow ng the
present governnment and setting up what they call an Islamc state.

"And if they try to do that in a nultiracial country |ike Malaysia
where Muslins are only 60 per cent of the popul ation, obviously there is
going to be instability," he said in the “In Conversation' programe aired
over TV3 tonight.

Dr Mahathir was asked on the recent exposure of mlitant activities in
Mal aysi a ai med at overthrow ng the governnent and efforts by the opposition
to set up its version of an Islamc governnent.

He said there was no necessity for the opposition to talk about an
Islami c state because it was al ready achi eved.

"But they are trying to hoodwi nk their own followers to support them
But the non-Muslinms are very wary about their (the opposition's) perception
of an Islam c state. Because of that, they are not going to reveal what
they mean by an Islamc state,” he said.

To a question, Dr Mahathir said those who followed the teachings of
I sl am woul d becone noderates as the religion was one which was noderate and
accommodati ve

"But of course, like all religions, there are extrem sts. \What you see
in sone Islamic states is that the extrem sts have sort of gained influence
over the majority and people dare not chall enge them

"So Islamic states often appear to be irrational, extrenme and unable to
grow, " he added.

Dr Mahathir was the first Asean | eader to appear on the hour-Iong
programe whi ch saw hi m being interviewed by four Asean journalists.

The production is the result of a collaboration between Ml aysia's TV3,
Thailand's i TV, RCTI of Indonesia and ABS-CBN of the Philippines.

An estimated 300 million people in the region watched the programe
whi ch gives Asean | eaders the opportunity to air their views on various
matters.
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