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DR MAHATHI R ASKS PLANTERS TO TURN M SI A | NTO MAJOR FOOD PRODUCER

PUTRAJAYA, Cct 30 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad has asked
big plantati on conpanies to consider allocating part of their land for food
production to enable Ml aysia energe as a mgjor food producer

The Prime Mnister said they could al so use their plantation land to
rear up to one mllion heads of cattle which would allow the country reduce
its meat inport.

Dr Mahathir rai sed those suggestions at the second neeting of the
Coordi nati on Council of the Public and Private Sector in the Agriculture
Sector which he chaired at the Prime Mnister's Departnent here today.

Briefing reporters on the outcone of the three-hour |ong neeting,
Agriculture Mnister Datuk Mhaned Ef fendi Norwawi said by going into food
crops and aqua-cul ture such conpanies could diversify income and not solely
depend on oil pal mor rubber

There are some four mllion hectares of plantation land in the country.

Mohamed Effendi said it was possible for the conpanies to be invol ved
in |large-scale and comrercialised food production for they already
possessed | and, managenent skills, financial nmeans as well as research and
devel opnent capabilities.

"So the council discussed how these big conpanies could play a role in
maki ng Mal aysia one of the world' s prem er food producers,” he said.

As for the need to rear cattle, the mnister said the nation's neat
self-sufficiency level currently stood at 23 per cent and if efforts were
not done to pronote cattle-rearing, the figure would only go up to 28 per
cent by 2010 at the very best.

Mohamed Effendi said given the uncertainty of the conmodity market and
the current econonmic situation, it was tinmely for conpanies to diversify
into food production

He said the neeting also stressed the inportance of Ml aysia striving
to inprove its conpetitiveness in the region, citing that none of the top
20 companies in the region's fishery industries was Ml aysi an

According to Mohanmed Effendi, sonme of the plantation conpany
representatives attending the nmeeting agreed to study Dr Mahathir's
suggesti ons.

"And our mnistry will work closely with them and convi nce them on the
viability of rearing cattle in oil palmplantations on an integrated
basis," he said.

He al so pledged the mnistry's assistance to those needing help to get
started in food crop, fisheries or livestock activities.

Queried on the input of several Menteris Besar who were present,
Mohamed Ef fendi said: "They are happy to allocate whatever |and avail able
for this endeavour but they are saying that there is no nore | and today.

"Mbst of the |and have been taken up by |arge plantation conpani es and
the ones avail able today are small holders' land. Other than that, there are
ot her demands for housing and townshi p devel opnents. So there is very
[imted [and."

Mohamed Effendi said this was why Dr Mahathir touched on the need to
| ook at the option of using plantation areas to grow food crop and rear
cattle.

The council, which was set up last year, has 56 appoi nted nenbers
conprising federal mnisters, nenteris besar and chief mnisters, senior
government officials, as well as private sector and non-governnent a



organi sation representatives.
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