06/ 05/ 2001

Dr Mahat hir awarded Green Beret for his "true commando spirit'’

MALACCA, Sat. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad was today
awar ded the Honorary Green Beret by the Special Forces Regi nent which
cited himfor his "true commando spirit” in contributing to the country
and the regi ment.

The beret is the synbol and identity of the elite comando force.

It was brought by a trooper who parachuted froma CN 235 transport
aircraft acconpani ed by ni ne conmandos, and then handed to Arny Chief Jen
Dat uk Seri Hashi m Hussein who presented it to Dr Mahathir.

The citation for the award singled out Dr Mahathir's sacrifices,
prof essi onali smand bravery towards putting Mal aysia on par with the
devel oped countri es.

"His resilience and courage, which does not know the meani ng of giving
up, is sonething all Ml aysi ans can be proud of. This is the true commando
spirit. These characteristics serve as a nodel not only to the Arned
Forces but to all Ml aysians."

The presentation was one of the highlights of Dr Mahathir's four-hour
visit to the reginent's base in Sungai Udang.

Speaki ng to about 2,500 people, who were nostly nenbers of the Arned
Forces and their famlies, Dr Mahathir said that he did not feel he
deserved t he award.

"I know the nenbers of the regi nent have sacrificed a |lot nore," he
sai d.

Anmong t hose present were Mal acca Chief Mnister Datuk Wra Mhd Al
Rustam Defence M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, Deputy Defence
M ni st er Datuk Shafie Apdal, Defence Mnistry secretary-general Datuk
Hashi m Meon, Armed Forces Chief Jen Tan Sri Mohd Zahi di Zai nuddi n and
Speci al Forces Regi ment chairman Brig Jen Ahnad Rodi Zakari a.

Later, Dr Mahathir, clad in arny fatigues, presented certificates for
excel l ent service to 17 former conmmandos.

They included six of the force's former chairmen - Jen (rtd) Tan Sri
Bor han Ahrmad, Mej Jen (rtd) Datuk Harun Taib, the late Brig Jen Datuk
Hasbul | ah Yusof, Mej Jen (rtd) Datuk Mohd Ramii Ismail, Mej Jen (rtd)
Dat uk Paduka Ghazali |brahimand Brig Jen (rtd) Datuk Pahl awan Daud
Ariffin.

The others were PWI (rtd) Ariffin Mamat, the | ate Trooper Rasali Buang,
the late Lans Kpl Sainon Tarikat, PWII (rtd) Maknor Said, Mej (rtd)
Baharin Abdul Jalil, Trooper (rtd) Sigai Nawan, the late Lt Kol Ahnad
Abdul Rashid, Staff Sn (rtd) Md Ali Ahnad, the late Sjn (rtd) Zak
Nordin, Staff S§n (rtd) Miit Ahmad and the late Kpl Ismail Ahnad.
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