16 NOvV 2001

DR MAHATH R BI DS FAREVELL TO PRESI DENT OF EQUATORI AL GUI NEA

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 16 (Bernama) -- The Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad bid farewell to President Cbi ang Nguena Mdasogo of
Equi torial Quinea who ended his two-day official visit to Ml aysia today.

Presi dent Mbasogo is scheduled to | eave tonight for Sibu, the third
| argest town in Sarawak, for a two-day private visit.

Hs visit to Malaysia, the first by an Equitorial uinean |eader, was
hi ghl i ghted by the signing of a bilateral agreenent on econonic,
scientific, technical and cultural cooperation.

The former Spani sh col ony sought Mal aysia's technical expertise to
develop its agriculture and primary industries while Ml aysia pledged to
share its experience in poverty-eradi cation, anmong ot her things.

Bil ateral trade between Ml aysia and Equatorial Guinea, which stood at
RWv.23 mllion |ast year, was currently in Malaysia' s favour.

Currently, Malaysian conpanies are engaged in oil and gas expl oration,
ti mber and road construction in Equatorial Guinea which is 28,000 sq kmin
size and has a popul ati on about 400, 000.
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