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DR MAHATHI R CONFI RMS CABI NET RESHUFFLE | MM NENT

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 9 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir
Mohamad has confirnmed that a Cabinet reshuffle is inmmnent.

Asked when an announcemmet will be made, Dr Mahathir said that he
needed tinme to nake a thorough study.

"God willing, hopefully soon. This is a governnent, we need to nmake an
i n-depth study. These things we cannot take lightly," he told a news
conference at the Royal Malaysian Air Force (RVAF) base in Subang, near
here, today, on his return froma three-day working visit to Myannar.

Asked whet her several mnisters will be dropped or whether nore wonen
will be included in the new Cabinet, he declined to el aborate.

Dr Mahathir, who earlier denied he would reshuffle the Cabinet
appoi nted following the 1999 general election, said that a Cabinet
reshuffle was a serious matter and "not like the formation of a replanting
conmmittee".

Asked whet her the announcenment on the Cabinet reshuffle would be made
after the weekly Cabinet neeting tonorrow, the prinme mnister said that he
woul d attend the neeting and would |isten to whatever views expressed by
t he Cabi net nenbers.

On whet her he has identified someone to replace Mnister in the Prine
M ni ster's Departnment Datuk Paduka Abdul Hamid O hman, Dr Mahathir said
that he had not yet thought about it.

Abdul Ham d announced | ast week that he submitted his resignation
letter to Dr Mahathir before the prine mnister left for Myanmar.

On the assunption that Abdul Hami d's resignation and the exclusion of
several other Umo mnisters were to enable themto focus on the party

machi nery, Dr Mahathir said that Abdul Ham d could still nake his
contri butions.

"He can still make contributions to the governnent through other
positions," he said, wthout eleborating.

He j oked when Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar and Donestic
Trade and Consumer Affairs Mnister Tan Sri Mihyiddin Yassin arrived while
t he news conference was proceedi ng.

"They (the reporters) say that your portfolios have been changed,"” he
sai d.

Among those present to greet himand Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mhaned
Ali were Information Mnister Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob, Abdul Ham d and
Def ence M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak.
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