05 JUuL 2001
JAPAN- MAHATHI R
DR MAHATH R HOPES KO ZUM W LL HAVE A LONGER TERM I N OFFI CE

KUALA LUMPUR, July 5 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad hopes his Japanese counterpart, Junichiro Koizum would
stay longer as a prime mnister to ensure the success of his new structural
reforns.

Dr Mahathir conveyed his hope to visiting Japanese mnister for
Econonmi ¢ and Fiscal Policy, Dr Heizo Takenaka who called on the prine
mnister at his office here today.

In the neeting, Dr Takenaka said Dr Mahat hir wanted Koi zumi to continue
to serve as prime mnister for a longer tinme probably four to five years.

Japan seens to have new prine mnister alnost every year, he told a
reporters after his neeting with the prime mnister today.

"Dr Mahathir told ne he wants to see the success of his reformand and
that he appreciated Koizum's efforts,” he added.

Dr Takenaka said Japan woul d have the chance to see the changes
foll owi ng Koi zum's structural reform policies.

He said Koizum was wi dely regarded as one who was frank, outspoken and
forward | ooking with a strong political base.

"Close to 90 percent of Japanese people now support himand his
policies. and this reflects strongly on his ability and popularity,” he
sai d.

Dr Takanaka al so said that Koi zum would have a strong government
machi nery to support himin his drive to introduce sound reform policies.

On Japan's econom c outl ook, Dr Takenaka said Japan was not expected to
see serious negative GDP growh this year.

Touchi ng on the Japanese yen performance, he said it was difficult to
predict the level as structural reformmght initiate a dowmmward trend on
the currency.

However, he said, the governnent was prepared to take proactive
nmeasures to offset any downward trend on the yen.

Takenaka said that his proposal to have an information technology (IT)
summt meeting for Asean countries was nmet favourably by Dr Mahat hir and
Si ngapore's prinme mnister, Goh Chok Tong.

Takenaka is a cabinet mnister and a well-known professor in econom cs
at Keio University in Japan. -- BERNANVA
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