01 JUL 2001
Mahat hi r - Sabah
DR MAHATHI R ASSURES SABAH PEOPLE THAT GOVT W LL DEFEND THEI R STATE

KUALA LUMPUR, July 1 (Bernama) -- The Prine Mnister today assured the
peopl e of Sabah that the Federal Governnent will continue to defend the
state as part of Ml aysi a.

"Wth God's will we have decided that Sabah will continue to remain a
part of Malaysia," Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad said when replying to a
student from Universiti Sabah Ml aysia (UMS) during a dialogue with
students frominstitutions of higher |earning at Universiti Malaya here.

The UMB student echoed the concern of Sabah undergraduates and the
people in the state over the Philippines' nove to intervene in the case
i nvol ving Indonesia's claimto the Ml aysian islands of Sipadan and Ligitan
of f Sabah, now before the Wrld Court at the Hague.

Meanwhi | e the Philippines had submitted that the docunments that
Mal aysi a and | ndonesia had submitted to support their clainms be surrended
toit.

Dr Mahathir said Malaysia had referred the claimto the two islands to
the International Court of Justice (1CJ) for a decision and hoped the court
woul d arrive at a just decision.

"...\W will do whatever it took to defend our rights over Sabah," he
sai d.

"Ml aysi a knows that the islands of Sipadan and Ligitan apart from
Sabah belong to us."

On the UMS student's proposal that the Government set up a special body
to study the foreign claimto the two islands, Dr Mahathir said the
government had al ready assigned a body to study the grounds why Mal aysi a
had the right to reject the clainms for submtting to the |1CJ.

Dr Mahathir described the Philippine' s nove to intervene, after
I ndonesia had filed its claim as fishing in troubled waters.
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