15/ 11/ 2001
Dr Mahat hir |lauds PBS decisiontorejoin the BN

Kamar ul Yunus

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad yest erday | auded Parti
Ber satu Sabah's (PBS) decision to rejoin the Bari san Nasi onal (BN),
describing it as a "good thing".

"I think it is agoodthing... the more the merrier,"” he told newsnen at
M C presi dent and Works M nister Datuk Seri S. Sany Vel | u's Deepaval i open
house in Kual a Lumpur.

However, Dr Mahathir, who is BN chairman, said the BN woul d have to
consider the PBS credentials and sincerity first before accepting it into
the coalition.

"Once bitten, twice shy," he said, referring to PBS pullout fromthe BN
on the eve of the 1990 general election to teamup with the now di shanded
Parti Mel ayu Semangat 46.

Dr Mahat hir was conmenting on t he PBS suprene council's deci sion on
Tuesday ni ght to submt an applicationtorejointheruling coalition as
soon as possi bl e.

Asked on his previous statenment that he woul d never accept PBS back into
the BN fold, Dr Mahathir, who is al so Umo president, said he was a
forgiving person. "You m ght renenber | said that | woul d never accept
Tengku Razal ei gh but 1'ma very forgiving kind of a person,"” he said,
referring to the readm ssion of the former Semangat 46 president and his
foll owers into Umo.

On whet her the rotation systemfor Chief Mnister's post in Sabah woul d
be abolished if the PBS rejoined the BN, Dr Mahathir said that was up to

t he Sabahans to decide. "It depends on the people of Sabah. W recomended
a formula and the formula has its benefits. W are aware of the PBS
stand. The party does not favour arotation... it's OK Let themthink
about it," he added.

Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob said although the party
wel comed the PBS nove to seek readmission to the BN, it nust be cautious
to ensure that history would not repeat itself. "I n ny opinion, the BN

must study carefully and take a | ook at the existing PBS | eadershi p before
accepting themas coalition nenbers,” he said.

Sany Vel lu, when asked for his comments, said the M C woul d al ways
wel cone a strong party intothe BNto strengthen the coalition. "This
reflects unity anong the Sabah people to cone together to face any
eventuality. | have al ways been aski ng (PBS president Datuk Seri Joseph)
Pairin to come back intothe coalition's fold," he said.

Asked whet her BN menbers shoul d remai n cautious to prevent the PBS from
back- st abbi ng the BN again, Sany Vellu said: "The PM as a | eader, always
has his own ways. W should listen to the PMbecause he is our | eader. He
may have reasons (to wel come the PBSto rejoin the BN ," he said.
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