21 JUN 2001
Umo- For ei gn (Reacti on)
DR MAHATHI R S OPENNESS MAY LEAD TO FURTHER UNI TY OF THE MALAYS

KUALA LUMPUR, Jun 21 (Bernanma) -- The openness and frankness shown by
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad when di scussing issues
pertaining to the Mal ays could be a powerful tool in uniting the group as
well as to ensure greater progress and prosperity of the country.

Secretary-general of the General People's Party Republic of Yemen, Dr
Abdul Karim Al -Iryani said the | engthy speech by Dr Mahathir to mark the
openi ng of 55th Umo general assenbly today managed to touch every aspect
of internal issues.

"I was inpressed that he was very frank with the Malays and | think
such frankness and openness will cenent party unity as well as the
Mal aysi an people at large,” said Dr Abdul Karim who was al so the fornmer
Prinme M nister of Yenen.

As one of the greatest Islamc |eaders, Dr Mahathir had al ways stol en
the Iinelight such as in Islamc conferences with his credibility as a
great defender of Islam confrontor of enemes of Islamand also a great
supporter of the Pal esti nean peopl e, making hima household name in Yemnen,
said Dr Abdul.

"Dr Mahathir is so good in addressing international issues in
i nternational conferences and | deeply enjoy and, at the sane tine, am
i npressed when listening to his words and advice to his own people,” he
added.

Dr Abdul was one of 59 foreign representatives fromover 20 countries
who attended the opening session of Umo assenbly.

Among foreign political parties represented were the Ba'ath Arab
Socialist Party Republic of Irag, Communist Party of Cuba, Jam ate Islam
Af ghani st an, Comuni st Party of China, Sri Lanka Freedom Party, Workers
Party of Korea from North Korea and the African National Congress from
Sout h Afri ca.

Meanwhi |l e, Mufta Ali Mhamad from Li bya said Dr Mahathir's speech
clearly reflected the inportance of Umo to the Ml ay peopl e.

"H s words contained many i deas which reflected that he is eager to see
t he Mal aysi an peopl e prosper and progress as well as in caring for their
soci al wel fare,"” he added.

Meanwhi | e, Borhan Ariffin fromthe Singapore National Malay
Organi sation (PKM5) said Dr Mahathir's remarks criticising the rebellious
attitude of those who indulged in the reform nmovenent was appropriate.

"What was stated by Dr Mahathir (on the reform novenent) is right
because reforns were actually carried out during the struggle against the
Japanese and British inperialismin the past,"” he said.

He said the Malays should not think too much about how to rebel or
carry out refornms but should instead strive to strengthen the Ml ays.

The representative of the Parti Kebangsaan Bangsa (PKB) I|ndonesia, Dr
H L Msbah H dayat said Malaysia's nove in not seeking financial assistance
fromthe International Mnetary Fund (I M) during the financial crisis of
1997 inpressed the | ndonesi ans.

"Qur (Indonesia's) request for assistance fromthe I M- has forced us to
be dependent on the foreigners for ever,"” he said, adding that Indonesia's
forei gn debt has now reached USD200 billion.
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