26/ 12/ 2001
Dr Mahathir: It's news to me (HL)

Pat vi nder Singh; Lee Shi-lan; Zubai dah Abu Bakar
KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir Mhanad today said he had no
know edge of a plot to assassinate himas reported by a daily today.

The Prime M nister said the police would have informed himif there was
such an attenpt.

The Sun frontpaged a report today saying that the police had uncovered a
pl ot to assassinate Dr Mahathir and his deputy Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad
Badawi .

The report, which was picked up by foreign news agencies and transmtted
wor | dwi de, said the hit was supposed to be carried out in a month or two
by a hitman ni cknaned "Raj a Cormando".

The hitman was al |l egedly hired by several politicians who are behind the
conspi racy.

Deputy | nspector-General of Police Tan Sri Janmi| Johari said police had
no know edge of an attenpt to assassi nate Dr Mahat hir and Abdul | ah, addi ng
that the reporters of the English daily who wote the story woul d be
called to assist in investigations.

Dr Mahathir broke into |laughter when reporters posed the question.

"I don't know, | have no information at all about that. Normally if
there is anything serious the police will informnme. But these kind of
runours go around.

"Of course, there have been the extrenist groups, (which) have indicated
that that is one of their objectives. | don't think there is anything very
serious about this,” he told reporters at the Christmas open house
organi sed by the Christian Federation of Mal aysia (see Back Page).

Asked if the news report could threaten stability, Dr Mahathir said such
reports shoul d not be taken seriously.

"This is just a report in a newspaper. | don't know where they got their
news, " he said.

On whether his security would be increased, he said it was adequate.

Meanwhi |l e, Jam | said he hoped the English daily which carried the story
woul d co-operate with the police to assist in investigations.

"I cannot confirmthe report as only the newspaper knows whether it is
true or not. And besides, | have not read the report yet so | don't know
whet her it's genuine,"” he said.

However, Jam | said that news or reports like this were not only serious
but al so frightening.

"If this is what the newspaper has reported, then police wll
investigate the matter and we al so seek co-operation fromthe reporters
who filed the story."

Asked to comrent on reports that security at the Prine Mnister's
resi dence and of fice had been increased, Jam | replied that this was a
normal procedure as it involved the country's | eaders.

"I request reporters to wite their stories if they have strong grounds
and if the stories are substantiated. |If they are unsure, then they should
not wite the story."

Meanwhi | e, Parti Keadil an Nasi onal Shah Al am deputy division chief Raja
Kamar uddi n Raj a Abdul Wahi d, known as "Raja Komando" in local politica
circles, has denied any invol venent.

Raj a Kamaruddi n, 53, said he did not know why he was inplicated and
woul d seek | egal advice on what action he shoul d take, including agai nst
t he newspaper.



"I am known as ~Raja Komando' and there is only one “~Raja Komando', so
the report clearly referred to me.

"I do not know the notive but there nmust be a hi dden agenda behi nd
this," he said. Raja Kanmaruddin, an ex-comrando, |left the armed forces in
1983.
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