07 COCT 2001
Syed Hami d-Letter
DR MAHATHI R SENT LETTER TO BUSH LAST FRI DAY, SAYS SYED HAM D

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 7 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir
Mohamad sent a letter to United States President George WBush | ast Friday
to convey his views on neasures to counter terrorism Foreign Mnister
Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar said today.

He said that the letter was sent as a followup to a tel ephone
conversation between the two | eaders recently.

Dr Mahathir is scheduled to hold discussions with Bush at the Asia
Paci fic Econoni c Cooperation (Apec) sumrit in Shanghai on Oct 20-21, he
sai d.

In the call nmade by Bush to Dr Mahathir on Oct 1, Dr Mahathir and Bush
agreed to hold further discussions on the issue of international terrorism
at their Shanghai neetintg.

Dr Mahathir has stated that he intended to wite to the US president to
explain his views on the terrorismissue and Bush proposed that Dr Mahathir
wite to himearly so that the matter could be di scussed at their neeting
during the Apec summt.

Syed Hanmi d al so said that Ml aysia had been shown WAshi ngton's
confidential report on the investigation into the attacks on the Wrld
Trade Centre in New York and the Pentagon in Washi ngton on Sept 11.

The report was shown to him by US anbassador-desi gnate to Ml aysi a
Mari e Huhtal a and a US enbassy official here |last Friday, he told reporters
after | aunching a Sungai Pahang rafting expedition organised by the MAYC
here.

Asked on Malaysia's stand on the report of the US investigation, Syed
Ham d said: "W take it that they are not taking action out of
revenge...they are taking action to counter terrorismand terrorist groups
that may pose threats to various countries.

The report shown to himwas the sanme report shown to Britain and
Paki stan and several other friendly countries but it could not be publicly
di scl osed so as not to jeopardi se ongoing investigations, he said.

The mnister said that the US was conpiling information to prove that
Gsama bin Laden and the al -Qaeda group, fromtheir statenents and from
events which had occurred, were the parties responsible for the attacks on
the WIC and t he Pentagon.

On the US request through its enbassy and its adm nistration that
Mal aysi a cooperate by freezing the assets and accounts of those involved in
terrorism Syed Ham d said that Ml aysia would provide its cooperation in
line with the laws of the country and the resolutions of the United Nations
Security Council.

Syed Hanmi d said that Bank Negara had issued a directive for the
freezing of accounts of those with nanmes or simlar names to the group
concerned as contained in the list provided by the US.

The mi nister also said that Mal aysia would extend humanitarian aid to
Af ghan refugees and hoped that non-governmental organisations (NG3s) woul d
initiate measures to collect contributions to be channelled through the UN
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