12 NOv 2001

DR MAHATH R ATTENDS GATHERI NG OF | SLAM C | NTELLECTUALS

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 12 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad toni ght attended a gathering here of sone 1,000 Islanic
intellectuals and ulama fromall over the country.

The gathering, part of a three-day programme, is to have a cl ose | ook
at actions and approaches in supporting the declaration of Ml aysia as an
Islamic state.

Dr Mahathir al so addressed them during the cl osed-door session.

The programme is organised by the Special Affairs Departnent of the
Information Mnistry, Umo's Islamc Affairs Bureau and Yayasan Dakwah
| sl am ah Mal aysi a.

The objective is to foster closer ties between the ulama and gover nnment
| eaders as well as setting up a network of intellectuals and ul ama, capable
of explaining to the people the governnent's policies, role and actions in
religious issues.

Several working papers on Islamc state are al so tabled during the
pr ogr ame.
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